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To:
The Honorable Members of the Rules and Judiciary Committee
Thirty-Sixth Legislature of the Virgin Islands

From:
Virgin Islands Safe Gun Owners Organization

We, the undersigned residents and stakeholders of the U.S. Virgin Islands, respectfully urge
you to:

Reject Bill 36-0144, or

Delay any upcoming vote, until all affected parties have had fair, properly noticed, and
meaningful opportunity to testify before the Rules and Judiciary Committee.

Why This Matters

1. Extreme Rates of Gun Violence Despite Stringent Law
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highest homicide rate per capita in the U.S. and the fifth-highest globally. This demonstrates
that harsh restrictions on lawful gun owners have failed to reduce criminal gun violence.

2. Cumbersome, Costly, and Subjective Licensing Process
Current Costs:

Initial license fee: $75

Renewal fee: $150 per firearm, every 3 years

Notarization: $20 for a new application; $5 for each renewal
Additional Requirements:

Mandatory safety course (~$350)

Passport photos (~$20)

Three notarized character references

Purchase and installation of a gun safe, inspected by VIPD

For carry licenses: a valid business license and at least three bank deposit slips proving a
business need

Processing is slow and burdensome, typically 3—6 months and sometimes up to a year.
Denials are often verbal only, not written, leaving little chance for appeal.

3. Projected Burden Under Bill 36-0144

If Bill 36-0144 passes, rifle and shotgun owners would face a new recertification process that
is both financially and professionally burdensome. The requirements are expected to
include:

$150 renewal fee per firearm every three years

A mandatory safety course every renewal period, estimated at ~$400
Notarization fee (§5 per renewal)

Passport photos (~$20)

Police record fee ($12)
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For example, a resident with three registered firearms would face:

$450 in firearm renewal fees (3 x $150)

~$400 for the safety course

~$37 for photos, notarization, and police record

Additional application processing time

That totals approximately $887 every three years, not including lost work time.

This approach—charging exorbitant fees and requiring both an initial basic certification
course and ongoing recertification courses just to maintain lawful ownership—is a novel
and grossly unconstitutional idea. No historical tradition in the United States conditioned
the continued ownership of firearms on repetitive training and recurring financial hurdles.
Under the Supreme Court’s Bruen decision, such novel restrictions fail the required
historical test.

Further, this scheme has the effect of age discrimination. Older residents, retirees, and
others on fixed incomes would be disproportionately unable to afford repeated courses and
fees. The burden effectively forces them to surrender lawfully acquired firearms rather than
maintain compliance. In practice, this becomes a de facto confiscation policy disguised as
administrative regulation.

4. Unfettered Discretion and Constitutional Concerns

The VIPD Commissioner retains sweeping discretion to approve or deny firearm
applications.

Denials of common calibers like .308, .223/5.56, 300 Blackout, 5.7x28, and .45 ACP occur
despite no statutory ban.

Arbitrary caps are imposed (e.g., denials after three firearms) while others are allowed far
more.

This unequal treatment undermines Equal Protection and violates the framework
established in New York State Rifle & Pistol Ass’n v. Bruen, which requires firearms

regulations to be consistent with historical tradition, not arbitrary discretion.
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VIPD has:

Confiscated standard-capacity magazines (>10 rounds)

Refused to register certain firearms arbitrarily

During the Homeland Security Committee meeting on Bill 36-0144, several senators and the
Assistant Commissioner themselves admitted that passing this legislation would likely have
no measurable impact on crime, as licensed firearms are rarely, if ever, used in criminal

activity. This underscores that the proposed law targets law-abiding citizens rather than
criminals.

6. Opposition to Magazine Restrictions
We strongly oppose proposals to reduce magazine capacity limits. Such restrictions ignore
current crime patterns in the Virgin Islands, where:

Criminals are increasingly using illegally converted fully automatic firearms,

Criminals are increasingly turning to long arms,

Criminals frequently target businesses and individuals with multiple armed assailants.

In these circumstances, limiting law-abiding citizens to reduced-capacity magazines
unfairly undermines their ability to defend themselves, their families, and their businesses
against escalating threats. It is only fair that lawful citizens be given the same chance to
protect themselves as criminals give themselves.

What We Demand
Before moving forward with Bill 36-0144, we demand:

A postponement of any vote;

Proper public notice of hearings;

Full and fair opportunity for all stakeholders—law-abiding gun owners, FFL holders, civil
rights advocates, and public safety experts—to testify before the Rules and Judiciary
Committee.
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Bill 36-0144, as drafted and advanced without adequate public dialogue, would:

Deepen inequities by disproportionately burdening low-income residents,

Impose novel and unconstitutional recertification requirements,

Function as age-based discrimination and de facto confiscation,

Restrict lawful citizens’ ability to defend themselves while acknowledged by lawmakers
themselves to have no meaningful impact on crime,

Further undermine confidence in democratic transparency.

We urge you to delay or reject Bill 36-0144 until constitutional principles and the voices of
Virgin Islanders are respected.

< Sign this petition to demand fairness, transparency, and respect for constitutional rights
in the U.S. Virgin Islands.

Reasons to Sign

@ It won’t stop crime: Even senators and the Assistant Police Commissioner admitted
licensed firearms are not a source of crime. This bill punishes the wrong people.

< It’s financially crippling: Renewal fees and recertification costs add up to nearly $900 for
just three firearms every three years.

I It wastes valuable time: Limited Firearms Department hours, months-long delays, and
repeat in-person visits mean lost work and endless red tape.

- It’s unconstitutional: The Supreme Court’s Bruen ruling makes clear that novel burdens
like mandatory recertification have no basis in U.S. history or tradition.

@ It discriminates against seniors and low-income families: Many will be forced to give up
lawfully owned firearms — a hidden form of confiscation.

© It leaves citizens defenseless: Criminals are using automatic weapons, long arms, and
attacking with multiple assailants. Limiting magazines makes self-defense nearly
impossible.

Add your name today to protect fairness, transparency, and constitutional rights in the

Virgin Islands. Together. we can ston Bill 36-0144 from strinning law-abiding citizens of
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U S V|rg|n Islands 2025 09 12
78746 U S V|rg|n IsIands 2025 09 13 I

| U. S Vll’gll’l IsIands 2025 09 13

820 Unlted States 2025 09 13

| British Virgin IslandI 2025-09-14

802 Brmsh Vlrgm Island 2025 09 14

2025 09 14 1

Jamalca 2025 09 14
830 U S. Vlrgm Islands 2025 09 14

Jamalca



Charmame Vante

| Reinaldo Meuas Flecha

Robert Hyde
charles smlth

Emanuel Flores

L

Garvelle Rogers

| Kenie Mactawous

I Vanessa Mactavnous
‘ Herman Rlchards

; Kenl_e_llllactawous
‘Teshelle Maduro

Mlke Marsh

Jason Lawrenoe

| Nlckardo Morgan

Rlchard Spenceley

| Kate Daws

' Leroy Huyghue jr
Roberto Rivera

Brian kelley

Nlcole Paul
| Hugo Roller
| Franklin Schuster :
| rLovme Johnson e

Julle Stelner

» Leslle R|chardson
Toby Sheen

: Kevin Ellis
| edward polachek i
| Bernard Attldore
. Halkelth Tatum
“Bob Sherunkle
Natalle Smlth

AI| Al-Jaloudl

San Juan

Stidohnr N U S V|rg|n lslands 2025 09 14
San Juan IVPR E k Puerto Rlco 2025 09- 14
- ¥ I B HI u. S Vlrgln Islands 2025709 14
7 i - 1 o = U.S. Vlrgln Islands 2025-09—14
Ir\w/ig - ‘VTXA i 7503; United States o 2025 09 -14
U Sngllt Islands 2025 09 14 |
- =1 & - U S Virgin Islands 2025-09- 14 I
7 = N I e I u. S Vlrglrn_I;ands 2625 OS 14
Charlottejsmalle . ) a = 802 U S Vlrgln Islands 2025 09- 14
e B I s U S. Vlrgln Islands 2025 OS 14 |
KISSlmmee 7 Fl: i i 34747 Unlted States 2025 09 14
St John T Al B U S V|rg|n lslands 2025 09- 14
Spring B ﬂlT*X Lt 773%; Llnlted States 2025 09 14
M;arnar 5 F“Lw - 330;77 UnTted States " 2025 09 14
Berlin " E B 1 01 78 Germany 1 2025 09 14
PSS N K U S. V|rg|n lslands 2025 09- 14
- Wri e . U S. Vlrgln Islands 2025 097 174 ,
o 1 SR o U S Vlrgln lslands 2025-09- 14
| St tnomasr ¥ i | Vlgi s 803 P Puerto Rico B ‘“2025 09 14
- - - 7 “‘ , g al | U.S. Vlrgln Islands 2025 09 14 l
Milford | CT 6461 Unlted States 2025 09 14 |
] : E i l— as : i " US V|rg|n Islands | 2025- 09 14 |
U S. Vlrgln lslands 2025 09 15
FoirtiLauderdale i 33317 | U S V|rg|n Islands 2025 09 15 I
Cru;Sayﬁ | N . i U S Vlrgln lslands 2025 09 15
kil g s U S Vlrgln Islands 2025 09 15
Houst?m i 7IT; > 77054 Umted States 2025-09-15
i 77 7 i N u. S Vlrgln Islands 2025 09 15
SneIIVIIIe B ‘ GA_ —~‘ & 36(53? Unlted States 2025 09 16 I
Okeechobee | ‘ FL : 34972 u.s. Vlrgln Islands 2025- 09 16
| S; thomas q 7* A Uﬁsmgln Islands‘;(lés 09 16 |
Stafford N l VAi I 2225:1 wUr@d States“ 7025 09 16
f S | 2025-00- 16 |

Puerto Rico

16



Gene Aubam
Martm Haas

, Tylur Arvndson

Jason slocum

‘ Kevm Samuel

Chnstma LoSauro

Gaetano LoSauro

zachary zook

Jayda Bryan

Wmston Ledee

Georgma Aubaln

| DeShawn Thomas

A Martm

Jonathan aIIEn 7

‘ LUIS Amaro :
mohammed shalhout
Tafari Ollwuere
Ahmad Soud

' Robert DeFreitas
Korl Valet

' Kurt Richards

I Briana Allen
Antho'ny Harley Jr
Riquesha Williams |
Raevah Matthew |
Alsha Huggins
Nahshon Jeffers-
AiJovan Rogers
Trevor Stancllff
Allan Bryan
Candace Bryan

Carol BRYAN

‘ Mlchael Mannlng

ST Thomas

St Thomas
Winter Springs FL

: ——
Sanford FL
brooklyn NY

o i b

Eagle Lake EL
Loganville | GA
Charlotte Amalie

e -
Snellville GA

ety 8 e

Bethlehem | GA ‘
St Croix ;
Christiansted Vi
St thomas
St Thomas

San Juan

17

I U S Virgin Islands 2025 09 16 ‘
U.S. Virgin Islands 2025-09-16
U S VIl'glI’l Islands 2025 09 16
U S Vlrgin Islands 2025 09 16

I u. S Virgin IsIands 2025 09 17

32708 U S. Virgin IsIands 2025 09-17

32773 Unlted States 2025 09 17

11201 U S. V|rg|n Islands 2025 09 17

[ U S. Vlrgln Islands 2025 09 17 I

U S V|rg|n IsIands 2025 09 17 i
33839 Umted States

2025-09- 17

g u. S V|rg|n Islands‘ 2025 09 17 I

el U S Virgin Islands 2025 09 17 I
30052 United States 2025-09-17 I
20250817
2025-09-17
2025-09-17
502&7)9-18 |

I u.s. Virgin Islands
U.S. Virgin Islands
| U.S. Virgin Islands

U U.S. Virgin Islands

U S Virgin IsIands

30039 United States
i U S Vlrgin lslands
IV 30620 I U S. Virgin Islands
\ U.S. l/lrgin lsl—ands
U S. Virgin lslands
841 U S Virgin Islands

‘ U S. Virgin Islands

‘ U.S. Virgin Islands
U S Vll’gll'l Islands
U S. Virgin Islands

| Puerto Rico

‘ U.S. Virgin Islands
U.S. Virgin Islands

U.S. Virgin Islands

2025-09-18 ‘
2025-09- 18 I
2025-6;18
2025-09- 19
2625-7)9—19
2025 09 19
2025- 09 19
72AOQS 09 19 ‘
2025-09-1 9 |
2025-09-19
s | 2025-09-19
2025 OS 19 7
2025; 89 _19 1
2025—09-19 I
2025-09-19



Jeff B:I.an\es Jr
Todd Glorloso
Nadlr Abdelgam
JAMIL Mohammed
Shlmm Vanholten
JERMAINE DAWSON
Gall CaIIwood H|II
JAIME SERI’IAI:IO

Alson Lockhart

Antomo Serrano

Yovahn Rlchards

Dean Brookes

Elwm EII|ott

Ian Samuel
Alllson thter
Edwm Dorval
Bnan Armstrong

Careem Wulllams

Omar Khaled
Azuz EI Gadl

mac pherson vnctonne

JahmeII Wllllams

T|ffany Ourtls

Derlck Nleves

Oheam Freeman

< .

Saba George

Kent V'ctonne

Sheamal Lestrade
w Jo-Anna Denton
Dean Yanez 7
Ken ShuII

Charles Porter

‘ Patrlcla Wood Burllngame

Guaynabo

St Thomas
Red Hook

Loganvnle

Orlando

Naperville

San Juan

St Thomas

Frederiksted

Miami

Austin

KlSSlmmee

St Cronx

LChnstlansted

McDonough

Hoscthon

Chnsnansted
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| U. S Vlrgln Islands 2025- 09 19
U.S. Vlrgln Islands 2025165-19 \
Puerto Rico 2025 09 19 |

i US \ngglslands 2025 09 19
A VUE. V|rg|n Islands 2025-09-20 |
; U S. Vnrgm IsIands 2625 09 20
u. S V|rg|n Islands 2025 09 20

U S. Vlrgln IsIands 2025 09 20

30052 Umted States 2025 09 20
A 3025?3 Unlted States § 2025 09 20
e 'us Virgin Islands 2025-09- 21
'32857 nited 2025- 65 21 |

Unlted States
U S. Vlrgm Islands 2025 09 21
30548 U S V|rg|n Islands 2025 09- 21 1

U S. Vlrgm Islands 2025 09 21

U S Vlrgln IsIands 2025- 09 22

60563 Umted States
U S VII’gII’I Islands 2025 09- 23

2025 09 23

lus. Virgin Islands | 2025-09-23 \

7 1 U S. Vlrgm Islands 2025-09- 23
| Puerto RICO 77'E027577709 24
8091E uvs vtrgm Islands 2025-09-25 \
U S V|rg|n Islands 2025-09 26 |
] UﬂS Vlrgln Islands 2025 09 26
| 33180 | u. S Virgin IsIands 2025 09 27
U S Vnrgln Islands 2025 09 28

U S Virgin IsIands 2025 09 28
2025-09-28

2025 09- 29

78721
34741

Unlted States

Umted States

U.S. Vlrgm Islands 2025-09—29

U S. V|rg|n Islands 2025 09 30 ‘

U S V|rg|n Islands 2025 10 01



: Santlago Santanawcarat
lwiohael Brin jr 3
“ Mano Chrlstlan Sr
P Shawn Samuel
Doctor Kedar
Geary Smlth
Mlguel Walters

Deveron Leonard

Jessnca W'Illams

Shaquilla Fahle

Jevon Gumbs

Warren Gordon
Kayla SIack 5
Jern;/aﬂBellzalre i
Jemlca Gumbs 4

| Yell Bell

| Denisha Rogers .
Jé}{.; Gumbs

i Glanfleld Testamark
Shane Smlth
Danlel Gayle

‘ Khoy Brutus

| S;(dney Th.olnpson e

; SOmere Webber

i Lleberson Plerre e
Andrew Hollen

. Bas1l Wllhams "

| Emlly Pearsall

St Thomas

Andrea Klng Klng

Frederiksted

‘ Kingshill 7 - N
L | e

St. Thomas ‘

7Charlotte Amaiie ) ‘VI e
7St Thomas S O s
St Thomas o i.Vl 3 )
Douglasvnlle N :‘GX — o
SanAntonio  |TX
l;lIcDonough— ‘ ‘GA.‘ .
J'acksoniville > Fl:_ [
;alm gay ﬂ | FL =5
Seaufonri o b i.SC i

|Kissimmee ~ FL |
San Juan 7 ; | .
St Thomas S T
St Thomas 1
Atlanta il - SA S o
Charlotte Amalie ki e

| St Joi'm 7 - i
Miami [ i FI l !
Phlladeiphia : I ¥ e
ST THOMASV Y a

19

us. Virgin Islands

j U.S. Virgin Islands

U.S. Virgin Islands

U S Virgm Islands
U S. Virgin IsIandS
802 United States

U S Virgin Islands

U S. Virgln Islands
7 801 U S. Vlrgin Islands
30135 United States

U S. Virgin Islands
78240 United States—

30253 i United States

32225 | United States
32“9077 United States
29906  United States
34746 | United States
Puerto RICO
| 801 U S Virgin Islands
i b. S Virgin IsIands
30331 | United States
U S. Vll‘gll‘l Islands

U S Virgin Islands
U S Virgin Isiands 1
33178 U S Virgin Islands

| U S Virgin IsIands

U.S. Virgnn Islands

2025 1 O 03

| 2025-1?)-01 .‘
| 2025- 10 O'I
72025 10- 02
j>2025 10 02

2025-1 0-02 |
2025-1 0-02

2025 10 02
‘ 2025 10- 02

2025 1 O 02

2025 1 0 02

2025 10 02
2025 10 02

‘ 2025-10- 02
2025-10-02

2025-10-02 ‘
2025 10 02

| 2025 ‘IO 03 |
2025 10 03

2025-10-03

2025-10-03 |
2025-10-03 |

2025 10 03

2025 10 03

2025-10-04 I
2025-10-04 f

2025 10 05 ‘

19118 British Virgin IsIand 2025 10 05

802 United States

2025-10-06 |



