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THIRTHY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE OF THE VIRGIN 

ISLANDS 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY, JUSTICE, AND 

PUBLIC SAFETY 

Chairperson Kenneth L. Gittens 

Tuesday,June11 lli,2024 

Good morning Honorable Kenneth L. Gittens, Chairperson of the 

Committee on Homeland Security, Justice and Public Safety, 

Committee Members, members of the 35th Legislature, legislative 

staff, members of the Virgin Islands Police Department, and to the 

listening and viewing audience. I am Steven Phillip, Chief of Police for 

the St Thomas, St. John, Water Island District representing the 

Honorable Ray A. Martinez, Commissioner of the Virgin Islands Police 

Department. I am here this afternoon to provide an overview of the 

department's preparations for the upcoming St. John 4th of July 

Celebration. Our preparations underscore our shared commitment to 

1a ensuring the safety and security of our community during this 

19 significant event. 

20 The St. John 4th of July Celebration, a highlight of the United 

21 States Virgin Islands' cultural calendar, is more than just a festivity; it 

22 is a vibrant expression of our rich cultural heritage and a significant 

23 contributor to our local economy, attracting tourists from around the 

24 world. The celebration's history is deeply interwoven with the story of 

25 our islands, showcasing our unique traditions and the spirit of our 














