TESTIMONY OF EIGHT ONE SUBBASE, LLC
IN SUPPORT OF THE LEASE AGREEMENT FOR THE REGGAE FOOD YARD
Thursday, August 20, 2026

Honorable Members of the Legislature of the Virgin Islands:

Good day, Chair Francis, and Members of the 37th Legislature, legislative staff, and everyone in
attendance. [ appear today to testify on behalf of Eight One Subbase, LLC and to ask for your
support of this lease agreement.

Allow me to introduce myself and provide some background on who I am and the experiences that
have shaped me.

I am a proud son of the Virgin Islands. I was born on St. Thomas and raised in this community. I
am the son of Dr. Rita J. Howard and the late Roy A. Howard who dedicated much of their lives
to educating and serving the people of the Virgin Islands.

My mother spent 44 years as an educator in the VI education system at both the school and
university levels, until she retired as a UVI Professor with an impeccable legacy of service. My
late father, Roy A. Howard, was a physical education teacher. Growing up in a household with two
educators taught me early that service to your community is not simply something you talk about,
it is something you demonstrate through your actions. Their service to the Virgin Islands
community has left a tremendous influence on my own life.

I began my education at Joseph Gomez Elementary School and graduated from Charlotte Amalie
High School (CAHS). At CAHS, I was active in football and basketball and was also a member of
both the concert and marching bands throughout my four years. Those experiences taught me
discipline, teamwork, leadership, and the importance of being part of something larger than
yourself.

I later attended the University of the Virgin Islands, earning an Associate of Arts degree in Business
Management and a Bachelor of Arts degree in Business Administration with a concentration in
Marketing. While at UVI, I continued my involvement in both athletics and music as a member of
the UVI Men’s Basketball Team and the University’s Jazz and Concert Bands.

One of the great privileges of my athletic career came in 2001, when I had the opportunity to
represent the Virgin Islands as a member of the Men’s National Basketball Team at the University
Games in Beijing, China. Representing the Virgin Islands internationally remains an experience
that I carry with great pride.

I have had a diverse work experience which took me into finance and accounting. I joined Sea
View Nursing Home as an Accounts Payable Coordinator, under the tutelage of Julio Rhymer,
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