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OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
FISCAL YEAR 2017 

BUDGET PRESENTATION 
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, 31ST LEGISLATURE 

JULY 12, 2016 

 

GOOD MORNING HONORABLE SENATOR CLIFFORD F. GRAHAM, CHAIRMAN, OTHER 

DISTINGUISHED MEMBERS OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE, MEMBERS OF THE 31ST LEGISLATURE, 

LEGISLATIVE STAFF AND THE LISTENING AND VIEWING AUDIENCE. 

 

I AM ROCHELLE D. BENJAMIN, DIRECTOR OF BUSINESS AND ADMINISTRATION, FOR THE OFFICE 

OF THE GOVERNOR. I AM PLEASED TO APPEAR BEFORE YOU TODAY ON BEHALF OF THE 

HONORABLE KENNETH E. MAPP, GOVERNOR OF THE UNITED STATES VIRGIN ISLANDS, TO 

PROVIDE JUSTIFICATION FOR OUR FISCAL YEAR 2017 BUDGET REQUEST.  JOINING ME TODAY ARE 

MS. JOYCELYN DURANT, FINANCIAL CONTROL OFFICER, OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR, MRS. 

BERNADETTE MELENDEZ, DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF ECONOMIC RESEARCH, AND MR. 

DONNIE DORSETT, SENIOR ECONOMIST OF THE BUREAU OF ECONOMIC RESEARCH. 

 

THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR MANDATES CAN BE FOUND IN TITLES 2 AND 3 OF THE VI. CODE, 

THE REVISED ORGANIC ACT OF 1954, AND THE ELECTIVE GOVERNOR’S ACT. THE OFFICE OF THE 

GOVERNOR PROVIDES EXECUTIVE DIRECTION AND DEVELOPS POLICIES AND PRIORITIES TO 

ENHANCE GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS AND PROVIDES AND EXERCISES AUTHORITY OVER THE 

DEPARTMENTS, AGENCIES AND INSTRUMENTALITIES OF THE U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS 

GOVERNMENT.  
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 THE UNITS WITHIN THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR ARE: ADMINISTRATION, POLICY (NAMELY, 

ECONOMIC AND FISCAL, LAW ENFORCEMENT, HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, PROTOCOL, 

PUBLIC RELATIONS & ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES) AND THE BUREAU OF ECONOMIC RESEARCH. 

 

 

BUDGET OVERVIEW 

TODAY, WE WILL SHARE AN OVERVIEW OF THE GOVERNOR’S FISCAL YEAR 2017 BUDGET 

REQUEST AND PROVIDE OUR PRIORITIES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2017 AND OUR ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

FOR 2016.  THE FINANCIAL BUDGET REQUEST COVERS MANDATORY COSTS AND PLANNED 

INITIATIVES FOR THE CENTRAL OPERATIONS OF THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR AND THE 

BUREAU OF ECONOMIC RESEARCH.  THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR’S FISCAL YEAR 2017 BUDGET 

OF $9,951,245 INCLUDES $9,412,746 OF FUNDING FOR THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR AND 

$538,499 FOR THE BUREAU OF ECONOMIC RESEARCH, FROM THE GENERAL FUND, $150,000 IS 

FROM THE TOURISM REVOLVING FUND AND $250,000 FROM FEDERAL FUNDS, FOR A TOTAL 

FUNDING OF $10,351,245. 
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THE FOLLOWING CHARTS PROVIDE A DETAILED DISTRIBUTION OF THE OFFICE OF THE 

GOVERNOR’S FISCAL YEAR 2017 BUDGET REQUEST. 

 

 

Fiscal Year 2017 Funding Request 

  General Fund Special Fund Federal Funds Total 

Personnel 
Services 

$5,166,500 $0 $0 $5,166,500 

Capital Outlay/ 
Equipment 

$555,000 $0 $0 $555,000 

Fringe Benefits $1,843,785 $0 $0 $1,843,785 

Supplies $304,275 $0 $5,000 $309,275 

Other Services & 
Charges 

$1,531,685 $150,000 $245,000 $1,926,685 

Public Utilities $550,000 $0 $0 $550,000 

Totals $9,951,245 $150,000 $250,000 $10,351,245 
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PERSONAL SERVICES $ 5,166,500 

OUR PERSONNEL SERVICES OBLIGATIONS OF $5,165,500 COVER EIGHTY-SEVEN (87) POSITIONS 

FUNDED ONE HUNDRED PERCENT BY THE GENERAL FUND. GOVERNMENT HOUSE ON ST. 

THOMAS IS HOME TO FORTY-TWO (42) EMPLOYEES. THE BATTERY ON ST. JOHN HAS FOUR (4) 

EMPLOYEES, TWENTY-SIX (26) EMPLOYEES ARE HOUSED IN GOVERNMENT HOUSE 

CHRISTIANSTED, AND TEN (10) EMPLOYEES ARE LOCATED IN THE FREDERIKSTED OFFICE. 

PROPERTY AND PROCUREMENT IS THE TEMPORARY HOME TO FIVE (5) EMPLOYEES OF THE 

BUREAU OF ECONOMIC RESEARCH.   
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FRINGE BENEFITS $1,843,785 

THE FRINGE BENEFITS COST OF $1,843,785 COVERS OUR HEALTH INSURANCE PREMIUMS AND 

EMPLOYER’S RETIREMENT CONTRIBUTIONS AS REQUIRED BY THE OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND 

BUDGET. 

 

SUPPLIES $304,275   

IN SUPPLIES, $304,275 WILL COVER COSTS FOR PURCHASING OF OFFICE, MAINTENANCE AND 

OPERATING SUPPLIES, SMALL TOOLS & MINOR EQUIPMENT. 

 

OTHER SERVICES AND CHARGES $1,531,685 

$145,000 FOR REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE OF EQUIPMENT AND AUTO REPAIR & MAINTENANCE 

EXPENDITURES 

$12,000 FOR STORAGE. 

$80,000 FOR RENTAL OF COPIERS AND POSTAGE MACHINES 

$319,000 FOR POSTAGE AND MONTHLY PAYMENTS OF DEDICATED COMPUTER, TELEPHONE, 

INTERNET SERVICE AND ADVERTISING & PROMOTION AND COMMUNICATION 

$373,500 FOR INTER AND OFF-ISLAND TRAVEL, BULK TICKETS AND TRAINING INITIATIVES 

$450,000 FOR MONTHLY PROFESSIONAL SERVICES, LANDSCAPING, FLORAL TRIMMINGS, CARPET 

CLEANING, CATERING OF SPECIAL EVENTS, EXTERMINATING SERVICES, SPECIAL PROJECTS 

COORDINATION TERRITORY WIDE AND SECURITY SERVICES 
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$19,600 FOR THE PRINTING AND BINDING OF DOCUMENTS AND TRANSPORTATION SERVICES 

$132,585 FOR ALL MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS NOT OTHERWISE CLASSIFIED IN THE ERP SYSTEM, 

INITIATIVES OF THE GOVERNOR, HOSTING OF COMMUNITY RELATED ACTIVITIES AND 

FUNCTIONS AND BANK CHARGES. 

 

UTILITIES $550,000 

OUR BUDGET REQUEST FOR $550,000 COVERS ELECTRICAL AND WATER CONSUMPTION. 

 

CAPITAL OUTLAY $555,000 

FROM OUR CAPITAL OUTLAY/ EQUIPMENT REQUEST $350,000 WILL PROVIDE FOR FURNISHINGS, 

LANDSCAPING AND OTHER EXPENSES RELATIVE TO THE NEW LOCATION OF OUR BUSINESS 

OFFICE, PUBLIC RELATIONS AND BUREAU OF ECONOMIC RESEARCH; $125,000 IS FOR 

PHONE/VIDEO SYSTEM UPGRADE TO CONNECT OUR CHRISTIANSTED AND ST. THOMAS OFFICES 

AND $80,000 FOR THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE SPECIFICALLY A MOTOR VEHICLE THAT WILL 

PROVIDE FOR THE SAFETY AND PROTECTION OF THE GOVERNOR. 

 

INCLUDED IN OUR PRESENTATION IS OUR GENERAL FUND ANALYSIS THAT SHOWS OUR 2015 

ACTUALS, 2016 PROJECTION AND 2017 RECOMMENDATION, SHOWN IN EXHIBITS 1, 1A & 1B AT 

THE END OF OUR PRESENTATION. 
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THE MISSION OF THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR IS TO BUILD A SOUND, STABLE, FINANCIAL AND 

ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT THAT WILL ENHANCE THE WELFARE OF ALL THE PEOPLE OF THE 

VIRGIN ISLANDS. WE WILL CONTINUE TO STRONGLY PURSUE THIS PROMISE WITH OUR 

PRIORITIES OUTLINED FOR FISCAL YEAR 2017. 

 

 

GOVERNOR’S PRIORITIES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2017 

 

 GROW THE ECONOMY 

 CONTINUE INVESTING IN OUR INFRASTRUCTURE 

 CONTINUE TO FINALIZE AND PAY SALARY INCREASES FOR UNIONIZED AND NON UNION 

WORKERS 

 DEVELOP COMPREHENSIVE LEGISLATION TO DEAL WITH GERS UNFUNDED LIABILITY 

BASED ON BEST PRACTICES REFORMING TROUBLED PENSION PLANS THROUGHOUT THE 

NATION 

 STRENGTHEN THE OPERATING SYSTEMS OF OUR HOSPITALS, CONSOLIDATE 

GOVERNANCE AND COST 

 PROMOTE AND EDUCATE THE PUBLIC ON THE IMPORTANCE OF HANDLING THEIR WASTE 

AND REFUGE IN A NEW AND COMPREHENSIVE WAY. 
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 IMPLEMENT THE REORGANIZATION OF SOME AGENCIES TO IMPROVE MANAGEMENT, 

ACCOUNTABILITY AND CONSOLIDATE DUPLICATE FUNCTIONS AND REDUCE 

OPERATIONAL COSTS. 

 

 

THE FOLLOWING ARE SOME OF THE SIGNIFICANT ACCOMPLISHMENTS MADE OVER THE PAST 

YEAR. 

 

 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

 ISSUED TAX REFUNDS FOR TAXPAYERS FOR PRIOR YEARS AND HAVE PAID OUT MORE 

THAN $15 MILLION DOLLARS IN TAX REFUNDS FOR 2015 THUS FAR. 

 STARTED OUR EXPANSION OF SERVICES TO OUR SENIOR CITIZENS WITH THE REOPENING 

OF SENIOR CENTERS ON A FULL TIME BASIS 

 RECEIVED OVER $5.2 MILLION DOLLARS IN REIMBURSEMENTS TO THE GENERAL FUND 

FROM THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

 PAID OVER $10 MILLION DOLLARS TO 2,500 EMPLOYEES OWED STEP INCREASES ACROSS 

15 DEPARTMENTS THUS FAR 

 SUBMITTED LEGISLATION TO BAN PLASTIC BAG USE IN THE TERRITORY;  

BILL NO. # 31-0379 WAS PASSED ON JUNE 29, 2016 
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 LAUNCHED AN ASSERTIVE SOCIAL MEDIA CAMPAIGN TO HELP CITIZENS INFORMED 

SPECIFICALLY, THE OPEN BUDGET WEBSITE ON THE USVI GOVERNMENT TRANSPARENCY 

PORTAL IS NOW LIVE AND ACCESSIBLE TO THE PUBLIC AT  budget.vi.gov  

 ALLOCATED $91 MILLION DOLLARS IN GARVEE BONDS FOR ROADWORK IMPROVEMENTS 

IN THE TERRITORY 

 WORKED WITH U.S. CONGRESSIONAL LEADERS IN SUPPORT OF BIPARTISAN “CENTENNIAL 

CAUCUS” THAT FOCUSED ON ISSUES IMPORTANT TO THE FUTURE DEVELOPMENT AND 

STATUS OF THE TERRITORY AND RECOGNIZING A 100 YEAR MARK IN TIME UNDER THE 

UNITED STATES FLAG. 

 EXPANDED AMERICAN WITH DISABILITIES AWARENESS AND RULES FOR BUSINESS 

OWNERS AND CITIZENS AND CREATED NEW PROGRAMS TO FOSTER INCLUSION OF 

YOUNG PEOPLE WITH SPECIAL NEEDS. 
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BUREAU OF ECONOMIC RESEARCH 

 

THE GOVERNOR’S BUDGET PROPOSAL FOR THE BUREAU OF ECONOMIC RESEARCH OF 

$688,499 INCLUDES $538,499 OF GENERAL FUNDS AND $150,000 OF SPECIAL FUNDS FOR 

A TOTAL OF $688,499. 

 

FUNDING SOURCE FY-2017 

GENERAL FUND $538,499 

TOURISM REVOLVING FUND $150,000 

TOTAL $688,499 
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IN THE MISCELLANEOUS SECTION OF THE EXECUTIVE BUDGET THE FOLLOWING FUNDING IS 

PROVIDED FOR THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR: 

 

                      ITEM                                                             AMOUNT 

EXPENSES FOR ANNUAL ACTIVITIES    $              60,000  

     Office of Veterans Affairs - Memorial/Veterans' Day $20,000   

     Governor's Office Youth Program Activities $30,000   

     Transfer Day Activities $5,000   

     D. Hamilton Jackson Day Activities $5,000   

TOTAL $60,000   

LEGAL SERVICES OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS**              1,084,000  

BVI/USVI FRIENDSHIP DAY ACTIVITIES                   20,000  

PR/VI FRIENDSHIP DAY ACTIVITIES                   45,000  

GOVERNMENT ACCESS CHANNEL                 130,000  

TOTAL    $       1,339,000  

** FOR BUDGETARY PURPOSES ONLY   
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THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR IS COMMITTED TO THE BUILDING AN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL 

ENVIRONMENT THAT ENHANCES THE WELFARE OF ALL RESIDENTS OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS.  IN 

ORDER TO DO THIS, WE MUST BE WILLING TO CONTINUE THE HARD WORK AND CONTINUE TO 

INVEST IN OUR GREATEST RESOURCE, OUR PEOPLE. THIS VISION CAN BE REALIZED WITH US 

HAVING THE COURAGE TO EMBRACE AND ACCEPT CHANGE.  TO ACCOMPLISH OUR VISION, IT 

WILL REQUIRE SUPPORT OF AND COLLABORATION WITH THE HONORABLE MEMBERS OF THE 

31ST LEGISLATURE. WE LOOK FORWARD TO WORKING TOGETHER WITH THE LEGISLATURE AND 

OUR COMMUNITY IN THIS SHARED VISION OF ECONOMIC HEALTH AND SECURITY.   

 

THIS CONCLUDES MY PRESENTATION ON BEHALF OF GOVERNOR KENNETH E. MAPP, I WISH TO 

EXPRESS SINCERE THANKS TO YOU, HONORABLE SENATOR CLIFFORD E. GRAHAM, CHAIRMAN, 

OTHER MEMBERS OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE, AND ALL OTHER SENATORS FOR YOUR 

CONTINUED SUPPORT.  I AM READY TO ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS RELATIVE TO OUR FISCAL YEAR 

2017 BUDGET REQUEST. MS. BERNADETTE MELENDEZ, DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF RESEARCH, 

WILL NOW PROVIDE HER TESTIMONY.   
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