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BACKGROUND AND HISTORY 
 

The Office of the Governor is mandated by provisions set forth in Titles 2 & 3 of the Virgin Islands 

Code, the Revised Organic Act of 1954, the Executive Governor’s Act (U.S. Public Law 90-496 

approved August 23, 1968) and Act No. 5250 (March 9, 1977) and 4440 (August 31,1980), to 

supervise and control all departments, agencies and instrumentalities of the Executive Branch of 

the Government; and to execute faithfully the laws of the Virgin Islands and the laws of the United 

States applicable to the Virgin Islands. 

 

The Energy Office and the Bureau of Economic Research were two divisions within the Office of 

the Governor. However, in Fiscal Year 2014 the Energy Office was organized as a standalone 

agency under the Office of the Governor.  

 

The Units within the Office of the Governor are: Policy (to include Health Reform and American 

with Disabilities Act (ADA)), Administration, Protocol, Legal Counsel, Public Relations and 

Executive Security.  

 

The Office of the Governor emphasizes five cornerstones of our long-term future:  

 Economic Development  

 Public Safety  

 Education  

 Health  

 Energy  

 

The Policy Unit of the Governor’s Office collaborated with department and agency heads to 

provide guidance on policy implementation, assisted with accomplishing goals and objectives, 

monitored federal and local expenditures and drawdowns, assisted with the implementation of 

legislation, determined opportunities for collaboration, reduction of duplication of effort, and 

identification of opportunities for resource sharing. This process is crucial to ensuring that a 

coordinated multi-agency stance is conveyed to the Legislative Branch as well as to the general 

public. 

 

The Governor’s Office of the ADA continues to ensure that our special needs students and parents 

receive the support and services that they need and that we are required to provide, coordinates 

training programs, providing support for the disabled in the community, a bridging between the 

Division of Special Education and parents and assisting government entities and instrumentalities 

with the establishment of compliance teams.  

 

The Office of Public Relations continued to nurture its working relationship with members of the 

media to portray the work of the administration and the wider government in a positive light. 

Similar relationships were fostered with media outlets throughout the Caribbean region as well as 

on the US mainland. Additionally, the Government Access Channel remains functional in both 

districts and is working to keep pace with the advances being made on the cable television 

distribution system.  
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The Health Reform Implementation Task Force was established to ensure the full implementation 

of the applicable provisions of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) and to 

oversee the additional $300 million coming to the Territory over the reform period. Through this 

Task Force the Workforce Development Subcommittee was also established to specifically address 

the healthcare workforce needs.  

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The mission of the Office of the Governor is to improve the economic well-being and quality of 

Virgin Islanders while building a solid foundation upon which future generations will thrive.  

 

BUDGET OVERVIEW 
 

Exhibits I & II display a comparison between the General Fund appropriation received by the 

Office of the Governor in the amount of $9,225,000 for FY 2016 and the Governor’s FY 2017 

recommendation in the amount of $11,951,245. 

 

 
        Exhibit I 

 

     
                                                                                                                                 Exhibit II 
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FISCAL YEAR 2017 BUDGET SUMMARY 
 

The Governor has recommended a General Fund appropriation of $11,951,245 for Fiscal Year 

2017. The Office is expected to receive additional funds from the Tourism Advertising Revolving 

Fund in the amount of $150,000 totaling $12,101,245. Exhibit III compares a three-year Financial 

Summary for the Governor’s Office.  

 

Description 
FY2015 

Expenditure 

FY2016 

Appropriation 

2017 Gov. 

Recom. 
Variance 

% 

Chg 

Appropriated Funds:           

Personnel Services $   4,530,926  $      5,032,193  $   5,166,500  $     134,307  3% 

Fringe Benefits $   1,602,549  $      1,806,847  $   1,843,785  $       36,938  2% 

Supplies $      307,334  $         304,275  $      304,275  $                 -    0% 

Other Services & Charges $   1,762,620  $      1,531,685  $   3,531,685  $  2,000,000  131% 

Utilities $      523,247  $         550,000  $      550,000  $                 -    0% 

Capital Outlays $      157,152  $                     -    $      555,000  $     555,000  0% 

Total General Fund $   8,883,828  $      9,225,000  $ 11,951,245  $  2,726,245  30% 

Tourism Advertising Revolving Fund           

Other Services & Charges $        30,036  $                     -    $      150,000  $     150,000  100% 

Total Tourism Advertising Revolving Fund $        30,036  $                     -    $      150,000  $     150,000  100% 

Total Appropriated Funds $   8,913,864  $      9,225,000  $ 12,101,245  $  2,876,245  31% 

Grand Total Funds $   8,913,864  $      9,225,000  $ 12,101,245  $  2,876,245  31% 

     Exhibit III 

 

BUDGET BY ACTIVITY CENTER 
 

Exhibits IV displays the Governor’s General Fund recommendation by activity center in the 

amount of $11,951,245. 

 

 
                                                                                                                                               Exhibit IV 
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than the total allocated for Fiscal Year 2016, due to an increase in Personnel Services, Fringe 

Benefits, Other Services & Charges and Capital Outlay. 

 

 

Personnel Services cost for the Office of the Governor in Fiscal Year 2016 will cover eighty-five 

(85) positions under the General Fund. The Office will see an increase in Personnel Services in 

the amount of $123,307.  

 

Fund 100 – Office of the Governor 
Total 

Positions 

Total Personal 

Services Cost 

Unclassified Filled 84 $            4,542,500  

Part-Time 1 $                 12,000  

Adjustment   $                          -    

Total Fund 100 – Office of the Governor 85 $            4,554,500  

Personnel Listing received from the Office of Management and Budget consists of 85 positions totaling $4,554,500. 

FY 2017 Budget Book information submitted for the Office of the Governor indicates 86 positions totaling $4,856,500. 

The Office of the Governor submitted budget information with 84 filled positions and 4 vacant positions totaling 

$4,755,500. No vacant positions were submitted by the Office of Management and Budget.  

 

The Bureau of Economic Research is expected to receive five percent (5%) of the Office of the 

Governor’s General Fund budget in the sum of $538,499 for Fiscal Year 2017. This is $13,121 

more than the total allocated for Fiscal Year 2016, due to an increase in Personnel Services and  

Fringe Benefits. 

 

  
Personnel 

Services 

Fringe 

Benefits 
Supplies 

Other Svcs. 

& Chgs. 
Utilities 

Capital 

Outlay 
Total 

% 

Change 

FY 17 $ 310,000  $ 118,739  $ 17,775  $       40,185  $ 51,800  $         -    $ 538,499  

2% FY 16 $ 299,000  $ 116,618  $ 17,775  $       40,185  $ 51,800  $         -    $ 525,378  

 Variance $   11,000  $     2,121  $           -    $                -    $            -    $         -    $   13,121  

 

Personnel Services cost for the Bureau of Economic Research section in Fiscal Year 2017 will 

cover five (5) positions under the General Fund. The Bureau will see an increase in Personnel 

Services and Fringe Benefits in the amount of $13,121. 

 

Fund 100 – Bureau of Economic Research 
Total 

Positions 

Total Personal 

Services Cost 

Unclassified Filled 5 $               299,000  

Unclassified Vacant 0 $                          -    

Adjustment   $                          -    

Total Fund 100 – Bureau of Economic Research 5 $               299,000  

Personnel Listing received from the Office of Management and Budget and the Bureau of Economic Research totals 

$299,000. FY 2017 Budget Book information submitted for the Bureau of Economic Research sums to $310,000.  

 

 
Personnel 

Services 

Fringe 

Benefits 
Supplies 

Other Svcs. 

& Chgs. 
Utilities 

Capital 

Outlay 
Total 

% 

Change 

FY 17 $   4,856,500  $ 1,725,046  $ 286,500  $ 3,491,500  $ 498,200  $ 555,000  $ 11,412,746  

25% FY 16 $   4,733,193  $ 1,690,229  $ 286,500  $ 1,491,500  $ 498,200  $             -    $   8,699,622  

 Variance $      123,307  $      34,817  $             -    $ 2,000,000  $             -    $ 555,000  $   2,158,124  
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RENTAL PROPERTY 
 

The Office’s Fiscal Year 2015 has a rental property listing of $14,577. Exhibit V displays a 

listing of Office of the Governor rental property. 

 
Lessor Address Sq. Ft Annual Rent Status /Comments 

Fortress Storage 
9160 Estate Thomas, 

St. Thomas, VI 00802 
200 $           5,736  Storage space for the Office of the Governor - STT 

Fortress Storage 
9161 Estate Thomas, 

St. Thomas, VI 00802 
300 $           8,841  

Storage space for the Bureau of Economic 

Research - Contract was terminated November 30, 

2015 total expended for FY 2016 is $1,473.60 

Total 500 $         14,577    

            Exhibit V 

 

VEHICLES 
 

Exhibit VI provides a listing of the Governor’s vehicles for FY 2016.  

 
Year Make Model Funding Source Condition Office Division Plate No. 

2005 Cadillac DeVille Out of Service Poor* STT Governor 1 

2008 Ford Expedition Local Good STT Governor TCM-102 

2005 Lincoln Town Car Local Good STT Governor 1 

2014 Ford Explorer Local Excellent STT Governor CEV-216 

2016 Chevrolet Equinox Local Excellent STT Rochelle Corneiro TEL-071 

2016 Chevrolet Equinox Local Excellent STT Office of Administrator GO-9 

2014 Chevrolet Equinox Local Good STT Business Office  GO-14 

2013 Chevrolet Equinox Local Fair STT Alvin Joseph GO-15 

2009 Chevrolet Colorado Local Fair STT Merwin Potter GO-18 

2013 Chevrolet Equinox Local Good STT Public Relations GO-26 

2009 Chevrolet Colorado Transferred from P&P Good STT Maintenance GO-32 

2015 Chevrolet Equinox Local Excellent STT Policy TEU-199 

2009 Yukon Denali Local Excellent STX Governor G-1 

2015 Lincoln Town Car Local Excellent STX Governor TEU-707 

2000 Chevrolet Suburban Local Poor* STX Security CDP-311 

2014 Chevrolet Equinox Local Excellent STX Franklin Johnson GO-11 

2006 Chevrolet Explorer Local Poor* STX Business Office  GO-12 

2009 Chevrolet Colorado Local Poor* STX Office Staff/C'Sted & F'Sted GO-16 

2007 Chevrolet Trailblazer Local Poor* STX Stephanie Williams GO-23 

2008 Chevrolet Trailblazer Local Fair STX Dawn Bruce GO-24 

2008 Chevrolet Colorado Local Good STX Office Staff/C'Sted & F'Sted GO-27 

2004 Chevrolet Blazer Transferred from P&P Fair STX Emile Henderson GO-45 

2005 Ford Expedition Local Good STJ Governor TDP-144 

2008 Chevrolet Trailblazer Local Good STJ Camille Paris GO-10 

2008 Chevrolet Colorado Local Good STJ Office Staff GO-19 

2007 Chevrolet Trailblazer Local Good   Bernard Gibbs  GO-28 

2009 Chevrolet Trailblazer Local Good   Earl Morris GO-31 

2008 Chevrolet Equinox Local Good   BER/Staff GO-20 

2016 Chevrolet Equinox Local Excellent   BER/Staff GO-21 

* Vehicles recommended to be removed from fleet                                                                                       Exhibit VI 
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Exhibit VII provides the Governor’s vehicles gas and maintenance cost to date for FY 2016.  

 

Island Gasoline Cost Maintenance Cost 

STT $5,890.00  $2,393.43  

STJ $875.00  $2,073.96  

STX $8,760.00  $3,590.25  

G.A.C. $3,280.00  $423.94  

B.E.R. $500.00  $1,130.36  

Total $19,305.00  $9,611.94  

       Exhibit VII 

 

MISCELLANEOUS SECTION 
 

The Governor has recommended the following appropriations from the Miscellaneous Section for 

Fiscal Year 2016 in the amount of $375,000. 

 

$        25,000  BVI/VI Friendship Day 

$        15,000  Emancipation Day Activities 

$        60,000  Expenses for Annual Activities 

$        50,000  PR/VI Friendship Day 

$        70,000  Early Childhood Advisory Committee/Family & Children Council 

$      155,000  Government Access Channel 

$      375,000  FY 2017 Total Miscellaneous Section Recommendation 

 

TOURISM ADVERTISING REVOLVING FUND  
 

TOURISM ADVERTISING REVOLVING FUND APPRORIATION 

 

In addition, the Governor has recommended the following from the Tourism Advertising 

Revolving Fund section of the budget for Fiscal Year 2017. 

 

$ 150,000 Other Services and Charges 

$ 150,000  FY 2016 Total Tourism Revolving Fund Recommendations 

 

FEDERAL GRANTS 
 

Office of the Governor’s is slated to receive federal grant in the amount of $250,000 for FY 2017.  

The Bureau of Economic Research requested federal grant in the amount of $286,673 for FY 2017 

 
Office of the Governor 

Grant 

Start Date 
Expiration 

Project 

No. 

CFDA 

No. 
Award Title 

Budget Balance 

Brought Forward 

Amount Estimated 

to be Spent 
Balance 

Budget 

Balance 

7/22/2015 9/30/2017 FU448 15.875 
Technical Assistant Program 

- TAP-VI-2015-04 
 $          500,000.00   $            250,000.00  $   250,000.00  $250,000.00  

Total  $          500,000.00   $            250,000.00  $   250,000.00  $250,000.00  
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Bureau of Economic Research 

Grant Title CFDA No. Grant Amount 

Economic Adjustment Assistance Program 11.307 $        286,673.00 

 

CONTRACT LISTING 
 

Exhibit VIII provides a listing of the Office of the Governor contracts for FY 2017. 

 
Vendor Name Contract # Period Purpose Fund Amount 

Mae Louise Williams PC053OOG15 01/21/16 - 01/21/17 Professional Consultant to Protocol Unit General $65,000.00 

Thomas R. Lettsome P024OOGT16 01/06/16 - 01/06/17 Special Project Coordinator General $75,000.00 

Edwita Hart P033OOGT16 03/23/16 - 03/23/17 Project Coordinator - STT General $30,000.00 

TOTAL $65,000.00 

            Exhibit VIII 

 

SUMMARY 
 

The Office of the Governor Fiscal Year 2017 Governor’s Recommendation Budget is as follows: 

 

$   11,951,245  General Fund FY 2017 Recommended Budget 

$        150,000  Tourism Adv. Revolving Fund FY 2017 Recommended Budget 

$        536,673  FY 2017 Federal Funds 

$        375,000  Miscellaneous Section FY 2017 Recommended Budget 

$   13,012,918  Total Recommended FY 2017 Operating Budget 

 

 
Jose L. George 

Post Auditor 
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APPENDIX I 

 

LEGISLATURE OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS 

POST AUDIT DIVISION 

 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

BUDGET HEARING FISCAL YEAR 2017 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

PERSONNEL LISTING 

  

POSITION TITLE SALARY   STATUS 

200 OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR       

20000 OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR       

200001 OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR       

        

UNCLASSIFIED       

ADA COORDINATOR $           75,000    FILLED 

ADMINISTRATIVE COORDINATOR $           46,000    FILLED 

ADMINISTRATIVE COORDINATOR $           40,000    FILLED 

ADMINISTRATIVE COORDINATOR $           27,000    FILLED 

ADMINISTRATIVE AIDE $           35,000    FILLED 

ADMINISTRATIVE AIDE $           22,500    FILLED 

ADMINISTRATIVE AIDE $           22,500    FILLED 

ADMINISTRATIVE COORDINATOR $           40,000    FILLED 

ADMINISTRATIVE COORDINATOR $           50,000    FILLED 

ADMINSITRATIVE COORDINATOR $           40,000    FILLED 

ADMINSITRATIVE COORDINATOR $           57,000    FILLED 

ADMINISTRATIVE SPECIALIST $           42,000    FILLED 

ADMINISTRATOR  $           85,000    FILLED 

ADMINISTRATOR STJ $           85,000    FILLED 

ADMINISTRATOR STX $           85,000    FILLED 

ASST TO ST CROIX ADMINISTRATOR $           60,000    FILLED 

BOARDS COMM COORD $           40,000    FILLED 

CHIEF ECON & FISCAL POLICY ADVISOR $         125,000    FILLED 

CHIEF LEGAL COUNSEL $         123,500    FILLED 

CHIEF OF STAFF $         120,000    FILLED 

COM SPEC/LIA FTH-BAS $           50,000    FILLED 

DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF $         112,500    FILLED 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATION $           60,000    FILLED 

DEPUTY LEGAL COUNSEL $         105,000    FILLED 

DEPUTY LEGAL COUNSEL $         105,000    FILLED 

DIR BUSINESS & ADMINISTRATION $           85,000    FILLED 

DIRECTOR COMMUNICATION SERVICES $           65,000    FILLED 

DIRECTOR COMMUNICATIONS  $           85,000    FILLED 

EXE CHF RESD COORD $           65,000    FILLED 

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT TO THE GOV $           80,000    FILLED 

EXECUTIVE PHOTOGRAPHER $           40,000    FILLED 

EXECUTIVE PHOTOGRAPHER $           55,000    FILLED 

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT $           60,000    FILLED 

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT $           50,000    FILLED 

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT $           70,000    FILLED 
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EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT $           50,000    FILLED 

EXECUTIVE CHAUFFEUR $           55,000    FILLED 

EXECUTIVE HOUSEKEEPER $           38,000    FILLED 

FACILITY ENGINEER $           40,000    FILLED 

FED REALTIONS COORDINATOR $           80,000    FILLED 

FIELD COORDINATOR $           50,000    FILLED 

FIELD COORDINATOR $           50,000    FILLED 

FINANCIAL CONTROL OFFICER $           60,000    FILLED 

FINANCIAL CONTROL OFFICER $           55,000    FILLED 

FINANCIAL CONTROL OFFICER $           60,000    FILLED 

GOVERNMENT HOUSE SECURITY $           27,000    FILLED 

GOVERNMENT HOUSE SECURITY $           35,000    FILLED 

GOVERNMENT HOUSE SECURITY $           42,000    FILLED 

GOVERNMENT HOUSE SECURITY $           35,000    FILLED 

GOVERNMENT HOUSE SECURITY $           27,000    FILLED 

GOVERNMENT HOUSE SECURITY $           35,000    FILLED 

GOVERNMENT HOUSE SECURITY $           27,000    FILLED 

GOVERNMENT HOUSE SECURITY $           35,000    FILLED 

GOVERNMENT HOUSE SECURITY $           35,000    FILLED 

GOVERNMENT HOUSE SECURITY $           35,000    FILLED 

GOVERNMENT HOUSE SECURITY $           35,000    FILLED 

GOVERNMENT HOUSE SECURITY $           35,000    FILLED 

GOVERNOR $         150,000    FILLED 

HOUSEKEEPER $           28,000    FILLED 

HOUSEKEEPER $           25,000    FILLED 

HOUSE KEEPER/ATTENDANT $           24,000    FILLED 

HOUSE KEEPER/ATTENDANT $           23,000    FILLED 

HOUSE KEEPER/ATTENDANT $           23,000    FILLED 

HOUSE KEEPER/ATTENDANT $           23,000    FILLED 

HOUSE KEEPER/ATTENDANT $           23,000    FILLED 

HOUSEKEEPING MANAGER $           45,000    FILLED 

LEAD EXECUTIVE CHAUFFEUR $           40,000    FILLED 

LEAD MAINTENANCE TECHNICIAN $           35,000    FILLED 

MAINTENANCE ASST TECHNICIAN $           28,000    FILLED 

MAINTENANCE TECHNICIAN $           30,000    FILLED 

MAINTENANCE TECHNICIAN $           40,000    FILLED 

MAINTENANCE TECHNICIAN $           30,000    FILLED 

PBX OPERATOR SUPERVISOR $           45,000    FILLED 

POLICY ADVISOR $           90,000    FILLED 

PROTOCOL COORDINATOR $           30,000    FILLED 

PROTOCOL OFFICER $           78,500    FILLED 

RECEPTIONIST $           25,000    FILLED 

RECEPTIONIST $           25,000    FILLED 

SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO GOVERNOR $           75,000    FILLED 

SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO GOVERNOR $           80,000    FILLED 

SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO GOVERNOR $           51,000    FILLED 

SENIOR POLICY ADVISOR COM AF $           90,000    FILLED 

SENIOR POLICY ADVISOR $           97,000    FILLED 

WEB BASED MEDIA SPECIALIST $           40,000    FILLED 

SUB-TOTAL $      4,542,500  84   

        

PART TIME       
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COMMUNITY LIASON $           12,000    FILLED 

SUB-TOTAL $           12,000  1   

        

200001 FUND 100 TOTAL $      4,554,500  85   

        

200001 ACTIVITY $      4,554,500  85   

        

20000 DIVISION  $      4,554,500  85   

        

200 OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR       

20030 BUREAU OF ECONOMIC RESEARCH       

200301 BUREAU OF ECONOMIC RESEARCH       

        

UNCLASSIFIED       

ADMINISTRATIVE COORDINATOR $           40,000    FILLED 

DIR ECONOMIC RESEARCH $           95,000    FILLED 

ECONOMIC RESEARCH SPECIALIST $           44,000    FILLED 

SR POLICY ANALYST $           70,000    FILLED 

SR PROJECT ANALYST $           50,000    FILLED 

SUB-TOTAL $         299,000  5   

        

 200301 FUND 100 TOTAL $         299,000  5   

        

200301 ACTIVITY $         299,000  5   

        

20030 DIVISION $         299,000  5   

        

200 FUND 100 TOAL $      4,853,500  90   

        

200 OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR       

20000 OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR       

200001 OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR       

        

UNCLASSIFIED       

ADM PROG COORDINATOR $           50,000    FILLED 

SUB-TOTAL $           50,000  1   

        

 200001 FUND 3100 TOTAL $           50,000  1   

        

200001 ACTIVITY $           50,000  1   

        

20000 DIVISION  $           50,000  1   

        

200 FUND 3100 TOTAL $           50,000  1   

        

200 DEPARTMENT TOTAL $      4,903,500  91   

        

FUND 100       

UNCLASSIFIED FILLED $      4,841,500  89   

UNCLASSIFIED VACANT $                   -    0   

CLASSIFIED FILLED $                   -    0   

CLASSIFIED VACANT $                   -    0   
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PART-TIME $           12,000  1   

ADJUSTMENTS $                   -    0   

SUB-TOTAL $      4,853,500  90   

FUND 3100       

UNCLASSIFIED FILLED $           50,000  1   

UNCLASSIFIED VACANT $                   -    0   

CLASSIFIED FILLED $                   -    0   

CLASSIFIED VACANT $                   -    0   

ADJUSTMENTS $                   -    0   

SUB-TOTAL $           50,000  1   

GRAND TOTAL $      4,903,500  91   

 


