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35 Addendum (Questions) for 6/23/15 Senate EWFD Committee Hearing.   
(Sent under separate cover.  Please review and ask these vital questions.  If you are not satisfied with the VIDE responses, please offer us due diligence by contacting the USDA SLP Regional Director, Mr. James Harmon @ james.harmon@fns.usda.gov.  Thanks.)

This is NOT for the letter……. Just for senators.  Much of our studies have been leaned from research & proper conversations. 

The USVI SLP Heads
State Director: Angela Frett.
District Directors: St. Thomas/St. John- Esther Izaak.  St. Croix Leah Christian.
Superintendents of Schools:  St. Thomas/St. John- Yvonne Wells-_____.  St. Croix- ____.

How the program is SUPPOSED to work: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Year-round, there are at least 4 federal feeding programs for our children/the students; namely: 
1.	Breakfast; 
2.	Lunch;
3.	After School Snacks; and 
4.	The Summer Feeding Program.  

The State Director is to only ADMINISTER the programs.  State Office handles the Commodity Distribution.  The District Director is to IMPLEMENT the programs ONLY.  The programs are not initially allotted any funds from the federal government; they get the funds on the back-end.  That is Meals Served X Current Federal Rate per Meal = Funds Earned in Reimbursements.  That dollar figure, then (today we are told its $8.5 million for the territory), will be based on the reported amount of meals served during any period, from the period PRIOR; not the period current.  


LEGEND:  School Lunch Program (SLP)   State Office (SO)    District Office (DO) 

1. What role does, USDA play on VIDE / SLP menus planning? 
2. Do they tell you what you must actually cook and serve? 
3. How often do they visiting you?
4. Who from the local District Office (DO) has that responsibility to the schools? 
5. What is the role USDA play to VIDE, that of the State Office, (SO) to the District Office (Izaak), (Izaak) to the schools???
6. Who is responsible to supervise who, pursuant to USDA regulations? 
7. Is that what is happening here? (We hear it is not.  The Assistant Commissioner is usually charged to supervise the SO, and the District Superintendent of Schools is usually Izaak’s supervisor. This is in the APPROVED state plan that USDA has with DOE.  We know of no waiver.  This plan is written by DOE and approved annually by USDA in order for them to receive monthly SLP reimbursement from USDA.  Without that, fraud is imminent.) 
8. Who from the SO is responsible to provide training, technical assistance, review and approve menus plan and serve, review the schools meals, provide in going training whenever needed for each district? 
9. What is a Disallowed Meal? How is it determined? How many has been disallowed by the SO, or the District Office?
10. What was and/or is the total dollars in disallowing for the past 2-3 years? 
11. Who is responsible for hiring foodservice staff?
12. Is there an Accountant in both the SO and the DO?  What role is the SO accountant to each School District, and vice/versa?
13. How frequently does the SO accountant travel to each District to review the districts’ financial records, monitor their compliance with federal and locals laws, etc. to verify that payments to vendors for service and goods rendered to the programs are true?
14. Who is responsible for choosing and ordering commodities for the programs?
15. Actually, how are the federal funds requested monthly for the program?
16. Who and from which office actually verifies that the information going to USDA for these funds is true and correct?
17. Are the students who eat the only ones “clicked” upon entry to the cafeterias?   
18. How often does this person travel to the three DOs to review the account records as well as review if the process the person providing the information for the District account is and/or was correct, and that USDA regulatory guidelines for these monies are being followed? (We understand it is not happening). 
19. Who is/are the person(s) and/or what is/are the company(ies) holding 1st party contracts to supply our children with meals?  
20. Is VIDE still contracting with Chartwells? If so, when did the contract start and when does it end? Who initiated the initial contract without parental involvement?  
21. How much is the annual contract, how much paid to date? 
22. What is the role of the company(ies)? 
23. How soon can you provide us a copy or copies of all existing contracts? 
24. Can’t and shouldn’t these duties being provided to this company be done by the SO?  (This Committee needs to ask them to send you some copies of the USDA review of the SO, those of these of the district to include the accountants, and those from the D of the schools (We expect they will see that very little was or is being drawn down.  Please be specific & ask them for precisely how much.)
25. Can the GVI contract be voided?  (We were told there is a standard clause for termination in every GVI contract.  Ask VIDE for the contract(s) of those supplying the foods.)
26. Who is the current consultant(s) for the SLP?  
27. From what funding source is the SLP workers paid? 
28. What would happen if either the USDA, an independent audit or the VIOIG conduct an audit and find that DOE claimed meals that should or had been disallowed?
29. VERY IMPORTANT TO BE ASKED: What is the current Year Budget Earned for the USVI SLP Program???  (We understand it is currently $8.5 Million dollars.)
30. How much of the federal budget is currently spent in personnel, and how much for food? 
31. What is USDA primary recommendation for the use of federal funds? (We understand and know it is FOOD.) How much local funds are budgeted for food?
32. From what funding source is the SLP workers paid?
33. NEEDED: Copies of the budget, reimbursement claims, the federal guidelines, and menus.
34. Ask the State Director how the SLP budget process goes.
35. A 2013 PSA by our former governor DeJongh proves that the USVI got funds via the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kid’s Act (HHFKA) of 2010.  See excerpt in our appropriate email sent to you under separate cover.  Parents Matter & others concerned have no clue why funds were received, and yet those initiatives are not realized.  Thus, were those funds therefore returned, as is often the case here locally???) 

