
FESlIMONY BEFORE

31TItLIXIISLATURIi OF 11W VIRGIN ISLANDS

NOVEMBI.R 22. 2016

HONORABLE SENAIORS OF THE 3l I.EGISIXITTRE. MY NAME IS WYSFAN

BENJAMIN. FORMER FEDERAL AlT) IIICIIWAY PROGRAM MANAGER FOR ThE TERRIR)RY

OF TIlE 11.5. VIRGIN ISLANDS. I C()Ml fl) YOtT Iw1u: TODAY ON BEIIAIT OF MYSELF.

NOT REPRESENTING ANY GOVERNMENT AGENCY. I WAS ALSO Nor 1\SKEI) [0 APPEAR

BY ANYONE IN TillS ROOM. LAST WEDNESDAY I SAT IN Till: FRONT ROW SEAT 3 FEEl

AWAY 1R( )M MY BROFIIER’S CASK)] IJSIENING fl) NW SISTER IN 1.AW REMINISCE

Allot I I lOW MY 11R( IF! ll:R WOL TEl) Al WAYS TEl A. I IER TO “FI( liii. ElCil IT FOR WHAT IS

RIG! H”. Y( )t I SEE MY SISTER IN lAW i\NI) I. ESTEE 1)11) WE KN( )W. 51 tARE S( )ME

SIMILAR QIJALEIIES. WE WOULD ALWAYS TRY OUR BEST TO HE ME SC! HOt’S.

iIIOR( )[JGi I. C( )1 lRfltOt IS ANJ) MU )FI:SSI( )NAI, WIT! I 110W WE WOl WI) (i( ) ABOUT ( )IJR

BUSINESS, IIOPE EVERYONE W( flIED 1)0 [lIE SAME ANI) EVERYThING WOULD WORK

[[Sit) I (ill I. WEll. I lEE AS MANY OF I IS I IAVE H )UNJ) 0111 IS NOr TIIA I SIMPLE. A

51W NG FEELING CAME ( )VER MI/AT fl Ii; SERVICE COMPIJA .IN(i METO l3E I IERI

IODAY AFTER SEEING THE RECENT NEWS REGARDING TilE MAIN ST. PROJECI.

flEE Pt IRP )SE )F ME BEING I lURE TODAY IS N( )TTO FIG! IT. NOT TO PROVIDE ANX

TESTIMONY NOR ANSWER 1\NY QUESTIONS REGARDING 11W MAIN SF PROJECT. I

BELIEVE ThAT YOU AI_RL:ADY lEAVE AT YOUR DISPOSAL 11W AGENCY Ihl:ADS THAT

CAN PROVIDE [HE ANSWERS TO ANY QUESTIONS ThAT YOU CAN ASK 0! ME. I AM

SIMPlY hERE TO SHED SOME lIGhT ON MY SITUATION AS A RESUI:F OF TillS PROJECT

AND TO SEEK ClOSURE REGARDING MY CONTRACT SO I CAN MOVE (iN wati MY

PERSONAl. lIFE.

21 YEARS AGO, IN MARCH OF 1995 AFTER RETURNING HOME TO VISIT MY FAMILY FOR

WHAT SHOULD HAVE BEEN JUST AN EXTENDED STAY, I WAS ASKED BY THEN
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COMMISSIONER ANNE AI3RAMSON IF I CAN JOIN i\NI) ASSIST WHII TIlE NEWLY

IMPLEMENTED FEDERAl. AID PROGRAM Al TIlE DEPT. OF PUBlIC WORKS. 51W

EXPlAINED TI IAF TI 1EV WERE LOOKING H )R QUAlIFIED LOCAL ENGINEERS THAT CAN

BE TRAINED lU EVENTUALLY TAKE OVER ANI) RI N THE PROGRAM. YOU SEE AT THE

FIMlt11 IF DEPARTMENT WAS I( )RCI :1) TO I IIRI: FEDERAL 111(11 IWAY ADMINISTRATION

RETIREES FlU )M ABR( )Al) TO I IELP TO LAIINCII TILE PROGRAM AN!) TRAIN WI IATEVER

LOCAL STAFF THAT WAS BR(XJGHF ON B( )ARI). I SIGNET) ON AND 21 YEARS LATER.

I IERE JAM. WHAT 11)11) N( )l KNOW AT THE TIME WAS THAT IT WAS ANI) STILl. IS VERY

DIFFICIJI:F TO FIN!) QI JAIWIEI) IA )CAI. I .N( uN ins Will I DEI I’. OF FRANSPORIATION

REIM ED EXPERIENCE. I STARTED FROM II IF GR( )UNI) lIP AS AN ASSISTANT

CONSTRI ‘CTB)N LNGINFER ANI) WORKED UNDER NUMEROI ‘S TRAINED PROFESSIONALS

FROM TIlE FEDERAl. I [IGIIWAY AI)MINISIRA1ION WFI II COt N1l iNS YEARS OF

EXPERIENCE IN 1 IU\NSP( )RTATI( )N RE! All]) PROJECTS. I W( )RKE!) tINDER EIVL

u( )VERN( )RS AN!) 7 C( MMISISIONI RS 1)1 RIMi MY TIM!: IF I REMEMBER TI IEM Al.!. I

REMEMBER BEING ( )NL OF 2 INDIVIDI ‘ALS IN JIlL 5TH H )MAS!SI JOI IN I )IS1RICT

MANAGIN(i TIlL ItNEIRI L’R( )GRAM AT ON! P( UN I. AT ( )NI: P( )INT MY hIlL ( )N ( )NE OF

MY CONTRACTS WAS DLSIGN & CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM MANAGER. A TIILL NOW

ShARED l3Y TIIREE INDIV[DI JALS ANI) H’ TECHNICALLY SI1OUIJ) BE FOUR. TWO IN LACII

DISTRICI. I WEAR THOSE YEARS EVERY DAY LIKE CIOUHES ON YOUR BACK. ThEY

WERE NOT EASY.

ON JUNE 21, 2016, A DAY THAi THE DEPARTMENT WAS BEING CALLEI) BEFORE TillS

LEGISLATURE I WAS CALLED INTO COMMISSIONER JAMES’ OFFICE AND ASKED TO SEEP

ASII)E FROM MY POSE AS THE FUGEIWAY PROGRAM MANAGER FOR TI IF TERRITORY. I
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SIMPLY ASKED LuAU lIE PROVII)E METTlE REQUEST IN WRITING SO I CAN RE

FORMAI.IY 1)IREC Ill). I RECEIVED A PARTIAL TERMINATION LETTER FROM

COMMISSIONER JAMES BASICALLY TEllING ME THAT I SIIOtI1.l) CEASE WORK

ACTWLFY FOR THE DEPARFMENT ANI) HE WILL GET RACK TO ME AFTER DISCUSSING

MY AGRLEMI:NT Will I 11 IF GOVERNMENT WHiT COMMISSIONER BENNETT. YOI I SEE

MY CONIRACT RI:Qt ITRI S fl IAF I IUCEIVF A FORMAl. lERMINATI( )N TEETER lR( )M TI IF

CONTRACTING OFFICER. IN TillS CASE COMMISSION9R BENNI:rI WiflI AN IiFFECHVE

DAlE AM) 30 DAYS N( ) lICE: ANI) TI (AT 1 BE U )MPFNSAIEI) FUR fillS lIME INCI t’l)IN(

ANI) tIP IX) THE Eli EU lIVE DATE 0111 IE 30 DAYS. EM )N SUBMLLTAI. OF MY TIME

SIJUSEQI TENT TO Fl IF H INI 2 I” I EFFER FROM COMMISSIONER JAMES. TIlE SIGNEI)

C( )PIES l3I:IN( i RI 11 TRNEI) IX) ME WERE IIANI) MARKS) IN 13111E INK 30 — DAY N( )TICE

Wifil AN ARR( )W DOWN INDICATING HF hAl) SIARLEI) COt TNIIN(i MY N( )TICE FROM

JUNE 2P”. IJP( N StJBMI11ING MY TIME FOR COMPENSATION DIJL FOR PERIOD ENDING

JUlY 23. COMMISSIONER JAMES DII) NOT SIGN. FOR REASONS I INDI TUFT) HIERL WAS 1

DAY TI IAT OVERT .APPEI) Il IF DAlI: ( F IllS LETTER.

11115 SITI ATION H )RCEI) ML TO GET I.FGAI. COT ‘NSEI. ANI) AS A RESULT I FINAlLY

RIECEIVLI) A FORMAL N( )LICL FROM COMMISSIONER I3ENNITF DATEI) OCTOBER 4. 2016

WHIl AN EFFEC FIVIE iERMI>\I ION DATE OF NOVEMBER 2. 2016. DURING THIS IME I

COULD NOT MAKE ANY REAL COMMHMENTS FCR FURTHER CAREER OPPORILINFI IFS.

BECAtJSI. OF POFENLIAI, CONFIIC IS WIH MY CONTRACT. BY NO F HAVING ClOSURE.

UPON SURM[FFING DOCUMENTATION FOR COMPI3NS\TION DUE THROUGH MY

LERMINAFION DATE. I ONlY RECEIVED A SIGNEI) COPY OF MY COMPENSATION FOR

PERIOD THROUGH JULY 23, 2016 ANI) NOT FOR THE REMAINJJER.
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HONORABLE LADIES ANI) GENTLEMEN IN THE ROOM TODAY, 11115 CONFIRMED

NUMEROUS SIGNS OF HOW BUSINESS WAS (IOING 10 13E CONDIiCFED Al •FIE DEPT. OF

PUBLIC WORKS.

FIlL FEDERAl, All) PROGRAM HERE IN [lIE TERRITORY OF TIlE U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS IS

ONE OF [lIE MOST DYNAMIC i\NI) ECONOMICALLY IMPAC FFU[. PROGRAMS hERE IN lIE

TERR[IORY. I HAVE ALWAYS PREACIIEI) FOR TIlE PROFECHON OF filE INTEGRITY OF

fl IF PROGRAM. ANI) TI IC NtJ H IRING OF THE REI.Afl( )NSI lIPS ANI) PARTNERSI lIPS

H )IUvIEI) Will I FEDERAl 11101 IWAY ADMINIS11{AIl( )N RES( RIRCE CENTERS ALl. OVER

lIE U.S. MAINI.ANI). WE DO N( )T hAVE TO LOOK VIRY EAR H )R AN EXAMPLE OF WHAT

CAN HAPPEN WIIEN 1 IESE FACTORS ARE I3REACHEI). WE WERE CONI’INIJAIA.Y GIVEN

EXAMPLES l3Y FEDERAL IHOIIWAY \NI) COMPARI]) TO uhF PROGRAM 01: OUR

NEI(1I1B( )RS IN P4. IERFO RIC( ). ThEY WERI ALWAYS PR( )l JI) ( )Ffl IF WORK WE DII). OUR

RECORI) I IERL IN THE TFRRFIORY IS ONE fl tAT SPEAKS FOR F1SI IF DESPITE 01 JR

CI IAI,LEN(IES.

lADIES ANI) GENFl.EMEN TIlE FEDERAL All) PROGRA?.4 DOES NOT BELONG

EXCIIJSIVEIY [0 ME (Mt ANY ONE OF US I3UT TO FIlE 1ERRFIORY OFlIlE VIRGIN

ISLANDS. I hAVE FULLFILLED MY OBIJGAHON TO TilE TERRITORY ANI) TIlE PEOPLE 01:

THE VIRGIN ISLANDS AS PER MY CONTRACT AN1) DII) MY BEST TO PROTECT THE

GOVERNMENT ANI) THE PEOPLE’S BEST INTEREST. ALL I SIMPLY ASK IS FOR CLOSURE

SO I CAN MOVE ON WITH MY EWE AND MY FAMILY.

I FIIANK YOU FOR ALI.X)WING TillS 1’IME i\NI) ASK THAT I BE EXCUSED FROM THE

WELL.
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