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February	
  11,	
  2015	
  

To	
  Senators:	
  	
  
Janette	
  Millin-­‐Young	
  
Clifford	
  F.	
  Graham,	
  

As	
   Publisher	
   of	
   AFCI’s	
   Beyond	
   Cinema	
   I	
   have	
   had	
   the	
   pleasure	
   of	
   working	
   with	
   dozens	
   of	
   film	
   
commissions	
   internationally,	
   including	
   FILM	
   USVI.	
   The	
   professionalism	
   and	
   reputation	
   of	
   Steve	
   Bornn	
  
and	
  Film	
  USVI	
  has	
  always	
  been	
  of	
  the	
  highest	
  caliber.	
  This	
  is	
  likely	
  the	
  reason	
  that	
  the	
  territory	
  has	
  been	
  
so	
   successful	
   in	
   securing	
   productions	
   throughout	
   the	
   year.	
   	
   That	
   said,	
   Film	
   USVI	
   has	
   certainly	
   worked	
   
with	
  one	
  hand	
  tied	
  behind	
  its	
  backs	
  while	
  competing	
  with	
  incentive	
  and	
  rebate	
  programs	
  worldwide.	
   	
  I	
  
am	
   writing	
   to	
   congratulate	
   you	
   on	
   moving	
   forward	
   with	
   an	
   aggressive,	
   yet	
   pragmatic	
   bill	
   to	
   stimulate	
   
new	
  business	
  and	
  tourism	
  in	
  the	
  region.	
  Simply	
  put,	
  these	
  programs	
  work.	
  

In	
  my	
  line	
  of	
  business	
  we	
  serve	
  the	
  film	
  commissions	
  internationally,	
  creating	
  a	
  viable	
  marketing	
  tool	
  and	
  
unique	
   media	
   and	
   dialogue	
   for	
   the	
   benefit	
   of	
   the	
   industry.	
   Our	
   exclusive	
   interviews,	
   with	
   celebrities,	
  
producers,	
  directors	
  and	
  industry	
  executives,	
  primarily	
  focus	
  on	
  the	
  creative	
  process.	
  However,	
  in	
  nearly	
  
every	
  interview	
  regarding	
  the	
  creative	
  process,	
  the	
  discussion	
  of	
  incentives	
  and	
  the	
  business	
  and	
  logistics	
  
of	
  production	
  is	
  paramount.	
  It	
  is	
  simply	
  the	
  rule,	
  not	
  the	
  exception,	
  that	
  producers	
  make	
  decisions	
  based	
  
significantly	
  on	
  the	
  available	
  financial	
  resources	
  and	
  incentives.	
  	
  

The	
  good	
  news	
  is	
  that	
  the	
  research	
  of	
  the	
  AFCI	
  and	
  other	
  independent	
  organizations	
  has	
  time	
  and	
  again	
  
illustrated	
  the	
  profound	
  financial	
  impact	
  these	
  incentives	
  translate	
  to	
  in	
  nearly	
  every	
  territory.	
  The	
  key	
  is	
  
to	
   couple	
   an	
   intelligent	
   set	
   of	
   programs,	
  with	
   reasonable	
   safeguards	
   for	
   the	
   host	
   government	
  with	
   an	
  
educated,	
   professional	
   and	
   proactive	
   film	
   office.	
   Film	
   USVI	
   already	
   has	
   inherent	
   “incentives”	
   from	
   its	
  
beauty	
   and	
   unique	
   location	
   assets	
   to	
   its	
   “no	
   passport	
   needed”	
   advantage.	
   Now	
  with	
   a	
   comprehensive	
  
incentive	
  program	
  about	
  to	
  take	
  hold,	
  and	
  finally	
  I	
  might	
  add,	
  the	
  playing	
  field	
  has	
  been	
  leveled.	
  Kudos	
  on	
  
this	
  effort,	
  which	
  I	
  know	
  will	
  only	
  bring	
  enormous	
  success.	
  

Best	
  Regards	
  

Peter	
  Trimarco	
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