DPNR Opening Statement
Great Cruz Bay Homeowners and
Challenger Transport Services, Inc. 
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: V]

GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATESVIRGINISLANDS
--------0--------
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND NATURAL RESOURCES
8100 Lindberg Bay, Suite #61
Cyril E. King Airport, Terminal Bldg., 2nd Floor
St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands 00802

Office of the Commissioner						            Telephone: (340) 774-3320
        FAX: (340) 775-5706

November 30, 2015

Senator Janet Millin Young
Chairperson, Committee on Economic Development, Agriculture and Planning
31thLegislature of the United States Virgin Islands

Re: 	Minor Coastal Zone Management Permit No. CZJ-12-14W for 
           Great Cruz Bay Homeowner’s Association and 
	Minor Coastal Zone Management Permit No. CZT-09-14FL and Lease for
	Challener’s Transport Services, Inc.

The Department of Planning and Natural Resources, Division of Coastal Zone Management is present today seeking approval of the Legislature for minor Coastal Zone Management (CZM) permit nos. CZJ-12-14W, and CZT-09-14FL and the associated lease.

Minor CZM permit No. CZJ-12-14W, issued to the Great Cruz Bay Homeowner’s Association, if approved, will allow the Permittee the continued use and occupancy the 37’-1” x 6’-2” rectangular floating dock and 228.5 of water area ft2 in Great Cruz Bay, St. John.  An annual fee of $3,000 per year for the first five years, with a provision for increases beginning in the sixth (6th) year of the permit, has been negotiated with the Permittee, per the provisions of 12 VIRR §910(e). It is noted that this permit is for a term of 10 years. 

Minor CZM Permit No. CZT-09-14(FL), issued to Challenger’s Transport Services, Inc. allows for the continued use and occupancy of the filled submerged land area consisting of 18,774 ft2 described as Parcel No. 45 Estate Crown Bay Fill, St. Thomas as a trucking yard facility.  It brings the existing building with an area of 900 ft2 into compliance; it also allows for the installation of perimeter fencing, the re-surfacing of the parking area and landscaping of the property.  An annual fee of $24,000.00 per year for the first five years, with a provision for increases beginning in the sixth (6th) year of the permit, has been negotiated with the Permittee, per the provisions of 12 VIRR §910(e). It is noted that this permit is for a term of 20 years.




The Commissioner has found that the two minor CZM permits noted above, are consistent with the Virgin Islands Coastal Zone Management Program including the basic goals, policies and standards provided in VIC Title 12 Chapter 21.

The Legislature’s approval of these two minor CZM permits, and associated lease, is therefore respectfully requested. 
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