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April 1, 2016
TESTIMONY OF COMMISSIONER CARLOS ROBLES OF 
THE VI DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
31ST LEGISLATURE – COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, AGRICULTURE, and PLANNING
Good  afternoon to the Honorable Jeanette Millin-Young, Chairperson of Committee on Economic Development, Agriculture, and Planning, other committee members and non-committee members present, and to the viewing and listening audience. My name is Carlos Robles, Commissioner, of the Virgin Islands Department of Agriculture.
I want to thank you for the invitation to share my brief testimony and answer questions regarding the subject of global warming and the impact of climate change on the future of our agriculture community. 

The subject of global warming and climate change continues to be hotly debated in the halls of congress, on university campuses, in research facilities, among the scientific community, in churches and even in bars and restaurants. Despite all of the controversy and deliberations as to whether or not global warming is man-made or part of a 100 or 300 year natural cycle, we in the Virgin Islands can say without a doubt that weather patterns have changed dramatically. 
There was a time when the agriculture community could plan their production activities around anticipated and somewhat predictable rain events with some measure of reliability. For all intents and purposes, those days are behind us.  If the drought of 2015 was any indication as to what the future holds for the agriculture community in the Virgin Islands, then we must begin immediately to lay the ground work for mitigating the effects of climate change on our present and future food and fiber producers.
The VIDOA has embarked on a number of initiatives in attempt to mitigate the effect of a predicted low rainfall event for this region during calendar year 2016.
In an effort to increase the pool of rainfall data collected throughout the territory, the VIDOA will be installing three (3) National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) certified weather stations in both districts. These weather stations will allow the VIDOA to provide additional precipitation data to the National Weather Service in San Juan, Puerto Rico from locations that are generally not covered by the small number of collection sites around the territory. These weather stations are funded from the $500,000 appropriation for drought relief in Act # 7751 that was passed by this body.
The VIDOA, as part of the recently convened Virgin Islands Climate Change Advisory Council, has reestablished a relationship with the US Geological Survey for ground water monitoring. Groundwater data is one of the many variables used in determining the category of drought by the US Drought Monitoring Service. 

Beginning next week the VIDOA will be sending out press releases and direct mailings to livestock producers with information on best practices for managing their livestock and pastures as we appear to be heading into a dry season. Information on best practices for crop farmers will also be sent out in coming weeks. 
We are also planning to set aside in storage, bales of hay that will provide a short term buffer if we were to exhaust our existing local sources of hay.
Beginning this month, we will be expanding our water lines and accessing additional wells for the Community Garden on St. Croix, replacing an aging irrigation infrastructure in the Dorothea agriculture community and cleaning and expanding one of our springs in the Bordeaux area.  
In the long term, if the agriculture community is to grow and increase its contribution to the economy of the Virgin Islands for the present and into the future, there are several issues and challenges that must be addressed.
1. The construction and placement of large volume storage tanks strategically located to take advantage of gravity, must be done. These large storage tanks should be constructed to receive rainfall as well as water pumped from, wells, dams, and springs.

2. Support the conversion of ocean water into production grade water through desalinization which in turn can be stored in large volume storage tanks. 
3. Fund research at the University of the Virgin Islands for the selection and/or development of drought tolerant varieties of fruits, vegetables, herbs, forage grasses and livestock. 

4. Fund research at UVI for the selection and/or development of the next generation of irrigation technology that would increase water use efficiency. 
5. Cultivate partnerships with federal agencies, and experts from regional institutions who would serve as technical resources to local policy makers on the subject of global warming and climate change. 
As the agriculture community seeks to cope with the challenges of the unpredictability of environmental conditions, the VIDOA will continue to do our best with the limited resources available to mitigate the effects of climate change on our farmers. We thank the honorable Governor Kenneth Mapp, Lt. Governor Osbert Potter and the 31st legislature for the support that has been given thus far and look forward for you continued support as we face the challenge of global warming and climate change.  
This ends my testimony and I look forward to your questions.
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