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June 28, 2015
SION FARM 1756


This handsome early country house 5 bays by 2 bays, has as a principal issue water infiltration.

	The cellar level even with months of little to no rain has the distinct smell of mold – mildew. It can be seen as dark patches on the floor and walls.

The main floor shows the effect of dampness from under window sill “ballooning” of paint and loss of plaster and paint under sills. Under the south and east windows this is due to leaking under the sills.

The west interior wall shows serious water infiltration in walls, windows and curved trim at splayed openings.

This is due to the addition of non-conforming shed roofs on either side of the entry porch. This pedimented roof of the original has been replaced with a wider approximation, a gable no longer a pediment with lower architrave. Now a scalloped fascia board.

These shed roofs have a nearly flat top surface of LMR coated plywood whose coatings and seams now admit water into the vent-less soffit, and roof-wall joint and through the ledger area where the roof meets the W. wall. Water collects on the top of the flat soffit especially, and has rotted out the soffit and has kept the enclosed space between from drying out. This moisture has worked its way through the masonry wall and appears on the inside as damp and missing materials. This roof, with no rain, still displays dampness as it slowly releases its soggy contents from the SW to NW interior corners.

The porch carriage lamp just north of the doorway has rotated out of place, likely due to internal moisture.

These roofs not only don’t keep moisture away, they also prevent the western sun from drying out the walls, i.e. supplying and protecting the moisture from evaporation. The second floor west wall is fine because it gets the western sun.

The musty cellar, should get more ventilation. Interior fixed wood louvered jalousies properly designed would allow year round ventilation.

East cellar shutters should be opened most of the year.

The west doors and windows should stay open along with the above jalousie additions. Cellar ventilation will help the main floor dry out as well, allowing the cellar to be used and protect the furniture there.

Gutters are not properly pitched to downspouts and absent conductor heads, rain over wash has regularly occurred (visible by stains). The east and south facades’ lime washes have eroded off and need addressing.


Photo listing and description:
Photo #                    Description
	102
101
	 Handsome Chippendale mahogany cabinet original 19th c Danish finish. Sits on small Queen Anne table (not a pair) (duplicate)

	100
	20th c reproduction Press – good condition

	99
	20th c. Console Table – good condition; with Oxholm map and china lamp.

	98
	Modern Queen Anne desk and chairs (see water stain on floor)

	97
	Unvented porch soffit

	96
	Water damage NW corner

	95
	Water damage W wall; 20th c. mahogany corner chair

	94
	Water damage near NW corner

	93
	Duplicate

	92
	19th c Mahogany china cabinet and base – very good condition. Danish

	91
	Water damage, Dining E wall

	90
	D.R. crystal chandelier in brass – very good condition

	89
	20th c Mahogany china cabinet

	88
	19th c. Mahogany sideboard Danish – very good condition

	87
	Duplicate 

	86
	Early 20th c Mahogany Queen Anne console table

	84
	20th c. Mahogany console with 19th c. mirror with mahogany frame. Very nice.

	83
	Cruzan upholstered settee – very good condition

	82
	Cruzan Cane-mahogany rockers (a pair) - very good condition.

	81
	Cruzan mahogany-cane chairs (a pair) very good condition

	80
	Drop-leaf table Cruzan mahogany 20th c. - very good condition.

	79
	Grandfather clock 19th c. mahogany cabinet – very good condition

	
	



