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Good morning, Honorable Chairman Jackson, other Honorable Members of the Senate 1 

Committee on Culture, Historic Preservation, Youth & Recreation and the 31th Legislature, and to 2 

the viewing and listening audience.  It is a pleasure to appear before you to inform and update 3 

the Legislature, our colleagues, and the general public on the activities of the Virgin Islands Waste 4 

Management Authority (Authority) as it relates to today’s discussion.   5 

 6 

For the record, I am Mario Leonard, Solid Waste Director for the STT/STJ/WI district of the 7 

Authority representing the Interim Executive Director, Mr. Steven Aubin, who is unable to attend 8 

today’s hearing.  9 

 10 

The Authority met with the St. Thomas Auto Racing Association where the Association had 11 

presented and proposed a new track facility to be placed diagonally from the main Bovoni road 12 

(adjacent to Gas Works and Lew Henley) heading southwest near the North West corner of the 13 

landfill. It would be completely outside of the landfill boundaries.   14 

 15 

The Authority’s position was that as long as the same North West corner was not disturbed and 16 

remained secure (landslides, fire safety, etc.) then we did not have an issue with it.  Secondly 17 

we stated that the landfill access road must remain open and clear at all times (primarily for 18 

haul traffic on race days).  They did not have a problem with that.  Since those meetings, 19 

however, we have not heard back on anything regarding that discussion.   20 

 21 

More recently we have been in contact with the Department of Property & Procurement and 22 

participated in a government meeting to discuss another proposed site, located within the 23 

boundaries of the Bovoni Landfill, along the eastern side of the landfill where the temporary 24 

road (and eventually the final public road) is located and between the mangrove shoreline.   25 

 26 

The Authority indicated to the government team that the proposal is not feasible because the 27 

land simply does exist to site the track there.  It may visually seem that there is adequate land 28 
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available as shown in attachment 1 which shows the Bovoni Landfill Boundary.  However, 29 

attachment 2 shows final closure plan with the wetlands delineation line, the proposed final 30 

toe, the two (2) sedimentation ponds and the 3-1 wall of the east face of the landfill.   The 31 

existing 311 public road will be relocated eastward, a portion of which will encroach on the 32 

wetlands delineation line after approval by EPA. between the Wet lands boundary and the 33 

proposed 3-1 wall that must be constructed to achieved up to six (6) additional years of 34 

airspace in accordance with the landfill closure design and EPA consent order.  There are also 35 

fire safety and emergency evacuation concerns.  The court ordered consent decree requires 36 

compliance with the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act, which requires, among other 37 

things, continuos monitoring of air and water quality and development of an emergency 38 

evacuation plan for landfill personnel and visitors.  Attachment 3 details the construction of the 39 

3-1 wall, which will include a 15’ bypass road at the top elevation, the 311 public road to allow 40 

access to the rear of the peninsular and which will include a new sewage forcemain to the 41 

Mangrove Treatment Plant, a catch basin to control runoff, new utility poles and other 42 

conduits.  Finally, Attachement 4 shows the expansion of the Gas Control and Collection System 43 

(GCCS).  As the facility will continue to be an active landfill until final closure, the Authority must 44 

continue to caputure the methane gas which results from the decomposition of the trash.   45 

These activities supports the Authority’s position that the proposed drag strip is not a 46 

compatible use and cannot fit there.  It important to note that during our reseach and inquiry, 47 

the Federal Highway Administration department for urban secondary routes refused to allow 48 

the common usage. 49 

 50 

This has been discussed and understood by P&P and the Mapp administration and it has been 51 

agreed that the track location would have to be located elsewhere. That is all in terms of our 52 

knowledge and contribution to the matter from our end. 53 

 54 

In closing, the Authority is supportive of the Association’s desire and need for a professional drag 55 

strip.  Unfortunately, however, the landfill is not the appropriate site for this activity as these 56 
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uses are not compatible with the management and disposal of solid waste and secondly, it may 57 

pose grave risk and liability to the Authority, the Association, the Government and People of the 58 

Virgin Islands. 59 

 60 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this information to the Committee and I am prepared 61 

to answer any questions you may have.62 
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ATTACHMENT 1:  LANDFILL BOUNDARY 63 

 64 

  65 
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 66 

  67 

ATTACHMENT 2: BOVONI LANDFILL FINAL CLOSURE 
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  68 ATTACHMENT 3:  WETLAND ENCROACHMENT/ WALL CONSTRUCTION 
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 69 ATTACHMENT 4:  GAS CONTROL AND COLLECTION SYSTEM 


