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Good morning Senator Myron Jackson, Chairman of the Committee on Culture, Historic Preservation, Youth and Recreation, Members of the Committee, other Senators present, and ladies and gentlemen in the listening and viewing audience. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide an update on the Department of Tourism’s plans for the upcoming 2016 Virgin Islands Carnival on St. Thomas. 

Appropriations from the General Fund (Act 7758) in the amount of $245,000, and the Tourism Revolving Fund (Act 7769) in the amount of $300,000 have both been released to the Carnival Committee. 

In early February, the DOT launched a 3 and 7-night hotel promotion, with a booking window through April 7, 2016 for travel April 1-May 1, 2016, to encourage travel for our exciting event. Once booked, guests upload their hotel confirmation on our web site to receive village and shopping certificates. Amounts are based on the number of nights booked. 

To further support Carnival, the DOT entered into a strategic partnership with the Tom Joyner Fantastic Voyage Cruise which will be in port during the International Night planned for the Carnival Village on Tuesday, April 26, hosted by the Department of Tourism. Components of the partnership include national radio spots and live on-air mentions on the Tom Joyner morning show, on-board mentions, a digital campaign and added value elements such as in-room video. Throughout the day, cruisers can pick up their village and shopping certificates (a $40 value) from DOT representatives stationed on the WICO dock.  A “village shuttle” will depart the dock every hour beginning at 7:00 pm, with the last one returning at 10:00 pm. 

Other promotional efforts include:	
· Local entertainment at the airport during heavy arrival days
· Banners at the airport
· Bridge banner adjacent to Cancryn School
· Social media campaign 
· Design and printing of stage backdrop at Lionel Roberts Stadium

So, in addition to funding committed to the Committee, the DOT is spending upwards of $300,000 in marketing, promotions certificates, entertainment, media and collateral to ensure the success of Carnival 2016. 

Members of the committee, I thank you once again for the opportunity to share our comments with you. I remain available to answer any questions you may have. 


