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Good morning Honorable Myron D. Jackson, Chairman of the Committee on Culture, Historic Preservation, Youth and Recreation, other members of the Committee, other Senators of the 31st Legislature who are present, members of the media, and the listening and viewing audience. I am Jenifer C. O’Neal, Deputy Director of the Office of Management and Budget (OMB), representing the Director of OMB, Mr. Nellon L. Bowry, to provide testimony on plans for the upcoming 2016 Virgin Islands Carnival in St. Thomas. 
 As shown in Exhibit 1, over the last four (4) fiscal years, inclusive of the current fiscal year 2016, the Department of Tourism has been appropriated $2,320,000 from both the General Fund and the Tourism Advertising Revolving Fund for the Virgin Islands Carnival Committee, of which $2,287,797 or 98.6% has been allotted.

Exhibit 1
	Carnival Committee
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	General Fund 
	
	
	
	

	Fiscal Year
	
	
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016

	Project Code
	Description
	
	
	
	
	

	M7234
	VI Carnival STT
	APPROPRIATION
	$350,000
	$280,000
	$245,000
	$245,000

	
	
	ALLOTMENT
	$339,797 
	$277,600 
	$225,400 
	$245,000 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tourism Revolving Fund Appropriation
	

	Fiscal Year
	
	
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016

	Project Code
	Description
	
	
	
	
	

	6069
	VI Carnival STT
	APPROPRIATION
	$300,000
	$300,000
	$300,000
	$300,000

	
	
	ALLOTMENT
	$300,000 
	$300,000 
	$300,000 
	$300,000 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Grand Total
	

	TOTAL FUNDING
	APPROPRIATION
	$650,000
	$580,000
	$545,000
	$545,000

	
	
	ALLOTMENT
	$639,797 
	$577,600 
	$525,400 
	$545,000 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


It is widely recognized that the appropriation and usage of these funds have helped, and will continue to help, to promote the Territory’s tourism industry. Notwithstanding that however, OMB takes this opportunity to remind all grant recipients, inclusive of the Virgin Islands Carnival Committee, of their responsibility under Title 2, Chapter 2, Section 29 of the V.I. Code to submit financial statements to the Governor and the Committee on Finance of the Legislature. These financial statements, per the Code, “shall be a condition precedent to the consideration of any application for renewal of said grant or the awarding of any other grant.” We also remind all grantees that “any recipient of funds from the Treasury of the Government of the Virgin Islands shall be subject to audit by the Virgin Islands Inspector General and the Post Auditor of the Virgin Islands Legislature.” 
   In conclusion, I thank you for this opportunity to share my thoughts relative to the appropriation and allotment funding of the St. Thomas Carnival. 
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