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of the United States

Department of Licensing and Consumer Affairs


GOOD DAY SENATOR MYRON JACKSON, CHAIRPERSON OF THE LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON CULTURE, HISTORIC PRESERVATION, YOUTH AND RECREATION, AS WELL AS TO ALL OTHER SENATORS PRESENT TODAY FOR THIS COMMITTEE MEETING ON INTER-DEPARTMENTAL COORDINATION AND PREPAREDNESS FOR THE UPCOMING 2015 VIRGIN ISLANDS CARNIVAL CELEBRATIONS. MY NAME IS DEVIN CARRINGTON, COMMISSIONER DESIGNEE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF LICENSING AND CONSUMER AFFAIRS. 

THE ROLE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF LICENSING AND CONSUMER AFFAIRS WITH RESPECT TO THE VIRGIN ISLANDS CARNIVAL HAS TRADITIONALLY BEEN MINIMAL. THE LICENSING FUNCTION OF THE DEPARTMENT DOES NOT PLAY A MAJOR ROLE WITH REGARD TO CARNIVAL VENDORS WHETHER IN THE VILLAGE, ALONG THE PARADE ROUTE OR AT SPECIAL EVENTS THAT ARE A PART OF THE OFFICIAL CARNIVAL CELEBRATIONS. IN FACT, BECAUSE CARNIVAL COULD BE VIEWED AS A BENEVOLENT AND NOT-FOR-PROFIT BUSINESS PURSUIT, PURSUANT TO 27 VIC §306, THE CARNIVAL ACTIVITIES WOULD BE EXEMPT FROM THE LICENSING REQUIREMENTS ADMININISTERED BY DLCA.

INSTEAD, VILLAGE AND OTHER VENDORS THAT ARE INVOLVED IN CARNIVAL ACTIVITIES ARE ISSUED SPECIAL OPERATIONS PERMITS FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY THAT ARE SHORT TERM AND ARE VALID FOR THE DURATION OF CARNIVAL ACTIVITIES. THESE PERMITS ARE IN THE CATEGORIES OF DANCES, MUSICAL PERFORMANCES, AND FOR THE SALE OF ALCOHOL AT RACES, DANCES AND OTHER SPECIAL OCCASSIONS. THE CONTROL OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES STATUTE, UNDER WHICH THIS DEPARTMENT REGULATES THE MANUFACTURING, SALE AND EXPORT OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES, SPECIFICALLY EXEMPTS SPECIAL PERMITS FROM SUCH REGULATION.

WITH THE ANTICIPATION OF DANCES DURING THE CARNIVAL SEASON, SPECIAL VIPD PERMITS/LICENSES ARE ALSO ISSUED FOR THOSE TYPES OF ACTIVITIES. THESE PERMITS ALTER THE CLOSING HOURS FOR BUSINESS ESTABLISHMENTS OTHERWISE ESTABLISHED BY STATUTE INCLUDING THOSE FOR TAVERNS. 

IN THE CIRCUMSTANCE WHERE A VENDOR IS NOT OFFICIALLY PART OF THE EVENTS SPONSORED BY THE CARNIVAL COMMITTEE, IT IS OF COURSE EXPECTED THAT APPROPRIATE LICENSES BE PROCURED. FOR EXAMPLE, ITENERANT VENDORS AND MOBILE REFRESHMENT OR FOOD SERVICE VENDORS WOULD ALL BE REQUIRED TO BE LICENSED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LAWS ADMINISTERED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF LICENSING AND CONSUMER AFFAIRS. THE LATTER CATEGORY MUST HAVE A TAVERN B LICENSE BY WHICH THEY CAN ONLY SELL BEER AND WINE. PROMOTERS OF FOR PROFIT EVENTS, CONEY ISLAND VILLAGE ENTERTAINMENT, AMUSEMENT ATTRACTIONS AND OTHER SUCH FOR PROFIT ENTITIES, MUST BE LICENSED. 
FINALLY, MEMBERS OF THE DEPARTMENT’S ENFORCEMENT DIVISION, IN THEIR PEACE OFFICER ROLE, REGULARLY ASSIST THE VIPD IN CARNIVAL EVENTS FOR CROWD MONITORING AND CONTROL DURING PARADES, VILLAGE AND JOUVERT. THIS IS A FUNCTION THE DEPARTMENT IS HAPPY TO PARTICIPATE IN AS IT CONTRIBUTES TO THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY.  

THE DEPARTMENT OF LICENSING AND CONSUMER AFFAIRS STANDS READY, WILLING AND ABLE TO ASSIST IN THE COORDINATION OF ANY AND ALL PREPAREDNESS PLANNING FOR THE VIRGIN ISLANDS CARNIVAL 2015.  THANK YOU FOR ALLOWING ME TO PRESENT IN BEHALF OF THE DEPARTMENT. 
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