[bookmark: _GoBack]Senator Jackson, Chairman of the Committee on Culture, Historic Preservation, Youth & Recreation and members of this august panel, I bid you warm greetings.

Mr. Chairman, it is with a deep sense of pride and respect that I offer comments on the resolution to bring public recognition former Senate President Bingley G. Richardson, Sr. for the many things he has achieved and accomplishments on behalf of and for the people of the Virgin Islands. While the easy part is recounting for this body what I know of Senator Richardson, the arduous task is presenting this within the time constraints allotted. Regrettably, this comes at a time when his wife, the late Marilyn E. Donovan Richardson could not be here to join in this moment to which she so greatly contributed. Marilyn remained a devoted, focused, selfless, supportive, talented and inspiring tower of strength for her loved ones, friends, colleagues and without a doubt, her family. May her rest be continued in peace until her rise in glory on Judgment Day, when we shall meet again.

I am certain that much will be said about his life in politics and seafaring pursuits. My role today is to offer some insights into the roles he played in the cultural advocacy and uplift of the people of these Islands. Like the great Dr. Lezmore E. Emanuel and his widow Phyllis, Mrs. Willhelmina B. Lewis, Drs. Gilbert Sprauve, and Ruby Simmonds Esannason and the many of soldiers to fill up many pages, who appreciated the importance of protecting and defending the Virgin Islands persona and the way of life we hold so dear, he ranks highly among that hallowed lot.

Over forty years ago when our country was in the midst of the Viet Nam War, our young men were being drafted at equal numbers with some populations ten times our size, the draft resistance movement was started at the then College of the Virgin Islands and it spread throughout much of St. Thomas because the printed media took an immediate interest in it. Bingley joined in the movement, giving speeches and providing support right through to music and audio systems.

The Free Beach Movement was conceived out of brazen discriminatory practices of major hotels of whites only use of our beaches. For locals to enter “their” beaches, there were entrance fees of ten dollars or more. Attempts to go in without paying met with direct resistance. Again, the college students, Bingley and those referenced above led to charge to resist the practice. Bingley Richardson again was a recognized and respected leader of this movement. Many of the strategies used in this movement came from his involvement in the African Pioneers Movement under his mentor Carlos Cooks. He kept the movement energized as we developed songs, poems and speeches of resistance to the closed beaches.

On one occasion, we went to sit-in at Bolongo Beach. The owner sent out a pale Puerto Rican manager dressed in a black suit, dark shades and a Doberman pinscher on each of two leashes, demanding that leave immediately. As Bingley moved toward the water, Mrs. Lewis told him to let her go first since she is the oldest and that death did not scare her. He moved toward the manager in what we would call confrontation mode, speaking in fluent Spanish to the man. Mrs. Lewis then called to him singing, “Wade in the Water” and everyone followed Bingley into the water. He didn’t stay in the water long once he heard our scratch band start up. He came out to jam some guiro.

In an effort, to support our Afrocentric pride, he started the Carnival Africana. The group was not appreciated by the Carnival judges of the period. However, on one occasion when screen and television star Esther Rolle came to St. Thomas at Carnival time, she was seated on the Governor’s reviewing stand. When asked for comments about the parade, she expressed delightfully that the one entry that stood out was the one that challenges the vices. That troupe was Cavalcade Africana. He felt that it was important to showcase the values, heritage, pride and talent of Virgin Islanders and did so magnificently with his Carnival troupe. Unfortunately, that high standard has been shot to hell, thanks to judges whose eyes are only open to feathers, glitter and trash.

While the resolution makes mention of his being a founder of this Carnival troupe, it does not allow for the details of how this troupe transcended its basic mission. Because of Bingley Richardson, the troupe went to Antigua and made an impressive impact. Mind you, many groups went before. But, this group was inspired to invite a steel band to participate in our Carnival. You may not be aware , but by the mid 1970s, steel band music in the Carnival parade was almost gone. With his invitation, to Intrade Harmonites, one other steel band piggy backed on it and came to St. Thomas. It was hell to find place for them to stay, but it worked out. Alfred Lockhart, the then chairman of the Carnival committee supported the effort by having the Committee gave an honorarium to the invited band. Folks like me, the Henry family and other families in Mafolie and Frenchtown hosted the steel bands for several years after. Cavalcade Africana was highly recognized and appreciated in Antigua to the point that one year, they led the parade of August Tuesday. A heavy rain came and most of the troupes ran for cover. Cavalcade Africana under the vocal leadership of Laura Daniel started singing, the 1952 Road March, “Rain Don’t Stop De Carnival.” We continued singing and moving forward. In moments, the many troupes regrouped and followed us. Not remembering the route, we led the entire parade straight to a dead end, facing a cemetery. Cavalcade Africana provided the inspiration letting Antigua and the world to know that, Rain Don’t Stop the Carnival.

We were faced with a strange situation where off-island contractors were brazen enough to place the government’s seal on their proposals/bids on multi-million dollar government projects. It was in the time Iver Stridiron was president of the Legislature, if I recall with any accuracy. After much discussion, Senator Richardson proposed legislation the need for a true Great Seal for the Territory. Under his direction, the staff assembled a committee of historically significant ethnic groups of the Virgin Islands. The group set the guidelines and after reviewing a minimum of 50 entries, he presented the winning entry and, because of Bingley Richardson,  we have a Great Seal that represents our heritage and our being United in Pride and Hope. 
It is important for me to reiterate that Bingley G. Richardson, Sr. deserves this tribute. However, I am not only impelled, but compelled to impress upon this august committee that this august body has allowed its members to saturate this process not only with resolutions but raising monuments frivolously, for the sake of votes. The granting of favorable notice to those who have proven their social worth beyond their salaries is ignored and does violence to a process that diminishes the value of the more deserving of such accolades. The law is clear and year after year, it is contravened and violated for vote mongering. IT needs to stop.

However, he is without contradiction, deserving of this public recognition. Bingley G. Richardson, Sr. is certainly unconditionally, unilaterally and unquestionably worthy of this decree of public appreciation. Thank you Senator Jackson, for proposing this resolution.
